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Russia’s new 
H-bomb 


) WHAT BRITAIN MUST 


DO NOW 


By Emrys Hughes, MP 


THE explosion of the Russian H-bomb has again raised the 
whole question of Britain’s Defence policy. 


We are spending over £1,500,000,000 a year 
On the Army, Navy and the Air Force and the 
latest explosion in Russia means that this large 
€Xpenditure simply does not provide defence 
for Britain in the H-bomb age. 

Now the Russians, if they are thinking of 
the future of humanity or even of the safety of 
the citizens of the USSR, are as open to 
Criticism for this latest explosion as are the 
Bovernments of the West. For if what the 
Scientists have been telling us about recent 

-bomb explosions is correct, radio-active 

USt goes up into the atmosphere over a wide 
area and may come down thousands of miles 
away from the scene of the explosion. 

If this explosion took part in some remote 
Part of Siberia then there must be danger 
Of radio-active dust over a wide area. We 
know what happened to the Japanese fisher- 
Men, and this time it may be Japanese 
Peasants who will be the innocent sufferers. 

But it is nevertheless the greatest humbug 
and hypocrisy on our part to condemn the 

Art if we have not condemned bie 

action of our own government, and that o 

the USA, for their part in manfacturing and 

exploding the A-bomb and the H-bomb. 


The same arguments 


For it was the West that dropped the first 
atom bombs on Japan. The Russians are just 
following the lead of the Christian nations. 

Indeed they are using exactly the same 
arguments and Mr. Krushchev has just been 
telling the Indians that Russia will never be 
the first to drop an H-bomb. 

We have heard similar statements from 
our Government in the House of Commons. 
Both sides would only use it in self- 

defence. Both would only commit suicide in 
telf-defence. 

Last week the Daily Express came out on 
its front page with a huge headline: THaT 
BomMp—THE TRUTH. DeaTH Dust IN ONE 
Can Cover ALL BRITAIN. It told us: : 

“Civil Defence experts estimate that if 
such a super-bomb were exploded in mid- 
air over Birmingham, probably the whole of 
Britain would be dangerous for a few days. 

~What does this mean? Have our Civil 
Defence experts now to start thinking out their 
Plans all over again? ; 

few months ago they were telling us that 
there would be danger within an area of 600 

Te miles. 

Ow a Daily Express correspondent tells us: 

© Calculations based on intelligent informa- 
tion show that the Soviet super-bomb sects 
free about half a ton of this death dust 
which eventually falls to earth. 

“This is enough to contaminate up to 
100,000 square miles of country to 4 
dangerous degree under average British 
Weather conditions. The area of Britain is 
37,000 square miles.” } 

he US government, it is said, is now con- 


|e pMPlating another H-bomb explosion in the 
c 


Ific, and the British Government has one 
dy but cannot find anywhere to explode it. 


hat is to be done? 


The Manchester Guardian, which has sup- 
Ported the manufacture of the H-bomb in this 
natty, wants an international agreement that 

© further H-bomb explosions shall take place. 

This is a desirable first step. But we want 
SOmething more than this. iis 

hor 22 NOW absolutely clear that Britain can- 
(ot be defended against the H-bomb. Neither 
Uss Western Europe or big areas in the 
SR and the USA. 

The time has come for Britain to frankly 
face this fact and call for an immediate 
‘fOnference of the United Nations. All the 
Naiions should be called upon to stop the 
Manufacture of the H-bomb, 

And as we are the nation with a population 


¢ a A . 
| \Mcentrated in a comparatively small island 


| 
| 


We should take the lead. 

ing t we should not take this action think- 
Only of our own self defence. We should 

4 lead the whole world. 

€ should announce that we are going to end 

; Production of H-bombs which the Russians 

inti Will destroy them. We should take the 
ative. We should give the lead. 

Poul would not be cowardly surrender ; it 

New @ courageous realism, It would give 

+ hope to a terrified world. 


Bive 


military prison. 


the age of 49. 


Their names are included in the list below of men expected 
still to be in goal on Christmas Day, 1955. 


France does not recognise conscientious objection and men who 
refuse to be called up are kept under the jurisdiction of the army until 


Court-martial, sentence, release and court-martial again continue 
until usually the harsh conditions in a military prison lead to a 
breakdown in the prisoner’s health. André Eiselé is serving his 


fifth sentence under this “ cat and mouse ” procedure. 


This summer the War Resisters’ International reported that one 
French objector was in a rest home—probably permanently—but still 


ON THE 
PEACE-PATH 


JOSS 


“I get so mad—l could kill people who aren’t 
for peace.” 


18 NATIONS IN 
INTERNATIONAL CHOIR 


MPHE London International Choir, founded 

by Dr. Paul Steinitz, conductor of the 
London Bach Choir, gives its first complete 
concert on Friday, December 9, when it will 
present an international programme of Christ- 
mas Carols in Friends House, Euston. 


The Choir includes singers from Malaya, 
India, Uganda, Jamaica and many other parts 
of the world. In all some 18 nationalities are 
represented. 

The Concert is being sponsored by Peace 
News. All London readers are invited to 
enjoy an evening of seasonal music by a 
choir which exemplifies “ goodwill to all 
men,” 

The Choir will be making its first 
appearance when it joins in a concert of in- 
strumental music on December 4, at the 
Mahatma Gandhi Hall, Fitzroy.Square, W.1, 
at 7.30 p.m., organised by the Joint Council of 
the Arts and Sciences for Peace. 


Father Huddieston 


FATHER Trevor Huddleston, whose stand 
for racial unity in South Africa has won 
world-wide acclaim, contributes to the Christ- 
mas Number of Peace News, out on 
December 16. ne eet ae 

Extra copies of the enlarged issue for free 
rata may be obtained at 2s. 6d. a 
dozen, post free, from Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N4. 


Briefly 


sends Peace Committee (Quakers) has 

aoe eo list of 16mm films of value to 
eS. organisations, copies may be had from 
Friends House, Euston Rd., London, N.W.1. 


the only woman Quaker admitted 


Joan Fry, é 4 
ffice of Quaker chaplain to im- 
to sored COS in World War I, died last 


week at the age of 93. 
our Exchanges in metropolitan 
Mane picketed by the Surrey 
Federation of Labour Party Leagues of 
Youth on National Service Registration Day. 
“End the Call Up” leaflets pointed out that 
conscripts were used to “ fight unjust wars in 
the colonies, occupy Germany, and break 


strikes at home. 


technically in the army. Seven others have been discharged from the 
army into hospitals and sanatoria. 

In Britain last week a Quaker school-teacher refused to be con- 
scripted and was sent to prison. The hearing of his case at the Oxford 
Magistrates’ Court is reported below, also a statement made by an 


Italian war resister facing his second sentence. 


BRITISH TEACHER SENTENCED 


A 24-year-old Quaker, who registered 

as a conscientious objector in August 
1954, was sentenced to two months’ im- 
prisonment at Oxford last week for failing 


| French conscientious objectors’ grim ordeal 


THEIR 7" CHRISTMAS IN 
ARMY GAOLS 


_ No release until their 
health breaks down 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 
WO French conscientious objectors, André Eiselé and Edmond 
Schaguene, will be spending their seventh Christmas in a 


to comply with the conditions under which 
he was registered. 


_ He was John Noon, a qualified teacher 
living in Oxford and he pleaded “ Not guilty.” 
Noon, who said he wanted unconditional 
exemption from military service, told the 
magistrate ; “I believe that io accept alter- 
native service and to agree to do two years’ 
social service of 2 specified kind in lieu of 
doing two years military service is wrong, 
because it is a tacit admission of the State’s 
right to exact military service.” 

The conditions under which Noon was 
registered, as stated in the summons, were that 
he should do full time work on the land or 
in forestry, or full time work in a hospital, as 
a porter, stoker, orderly, or stretcher bearer. 

Noon, who said he joined the Society of 
Friends at the beginning of last year, told 
the court: 


Principle involved 


“The work proposed to me was good 
work, and I saw nothing wrong with it in 
itself. All of it seemed to me to be a real 
social service of the sort, under any other 
circumstances, I would have been willing to 
do, but as it was made a condition of exemp- 
tion, then for me it became the wrong sort 
of work to do.” 

Noon said he had joined the Friends 
Ambulance Unit but at the beginning of this 
year had resigned because he was under the 
impression that by remaining in it he was 
fulfilling the conditions. 

Since then he had worked for a body called 
“ Christian and Voluntary Causes" in London 
and the Oxford Famine Relief Committee. 

He had never been able to pursue his 
chosen occupation as 2 teacher as he only 
finished his training just before going before 
the local tribunal. 


te ON BACK PAGE 


Send a greeting to these prisoners 


(CHRISTMAS and New Year Greeting Cards (but not letters, these might prevent 
prisoners receiving mail from their families) may be sent to any of the war 
resisters in prisons and camps listed below. They will not be received if they bear 


more than the signature of the senders. 


Because of the harshness of prison conditions in France and Italy, and the cat and 
mouse treatment of prisoners—COs face a new sentence on release and the prospect of 
2 total of 20 years’ imprisonment—we urge readers to send greetings to these men if they 


are unable to send to all those listed. 


BRITAIN Walle, 


Saint-Hubert, 
Ames, Bryan M., 370 Ames, ““A” 
Company, M.P. and D.B., Shepton 
Mallet, Somerset. Sentence: 140 
days. 
Bolton, Raymond, H.M. Prison, East- 
church, Kent. Sentence: 6 months, 


Norbert de, 
Belgium. 
Information not obtainable 
on 15-20 more in prison. 
DENMARK 
Danish war resisters are in 


Ferme d’Etat, Schaguene, Edmond,* 31 rue du Cam- 
bout, Metz (Moselle), France. 

Schmitt, Louls, 15 Bd. Oresmes, 
Lisieux (Calvados), France. 

Sersa, Jean,{ Prison de Fresnes (Seine), 
France. 

Thierry, Robert, 31 rue du Cambout, 


4 Metz (Moselle), France. 
Broughton, Albert J., H.M. Prison, three camps. The addresses Tchourbasof, aa Prison militaire de 
Lewes, Sussex, 6 months, to which a collective greet- — Tunis, Tunisie. 
Buckley, Gerald, HM. Prison, ing may be sent are as Tomanl, Antoine, 15 Bd, Oresmes, 
Pcicestee 6 ata Pe hee follows: Lisieux (Calvados), France. 
, Eugene, -M. » . cit 1 . 
Socumscs 2 months. Millltnernnegtertejren, Gribskov, Maa- cis" (Mosclic), “Frances ambos 


Hammond, Jobn, H.M. Prison, Wel- — rum, Denmark, 


Troulitet, Marcel, Fort de Montluc, 


lingore, Lincoln. 93 days. 4 Bip ete alk Oxsbal, Jylland, “Lyon (Rhone), France. 
King, Peter, HM. Prison, wes, ‘ Verschaeve, Joseph, 15 Bd, Oresmes, 
Sussex, 4 months, pilliineraneateri es Kompedal, Jyl- * Yisieux (Calvadoo, raoce 
Moore, Lesile, H.M. Prison, Brixton, and, Denmark. 7 Wawro, César Piscine mrrieimes 
London, $.W.2, 3_ months. In all camps greetings should — (Seine), France. 


Noon, John, H.M. Prison, Oxford. 2 he addressed to TiLLIDS- Zletinskl, Alfred, Prison de Freanes 
months. ay Noreich MAENDENE (Seine), France. 
Oliver, Mervyn, H.M. Prison, Norwich. . 
3 months. FRANCE HOLLAND 
Wright, Kenneth, H.M. Prison, Lewes, *In prison 7 years. Bakker, Dirk, Nicuw Vosseveld, Vught, 
Sussex. 4 months. . Holland. 
A tin prison 5 years. 
U.S.A. Rarbler, Glibert Prison de Fresnes Be cri oeaa Nieuw  Vosseveld, 
Bendik, John, Federal Detention Head- _ (Seine), France. ramanit Cork Greetl r 
quariers, West Street, New York Baussard. Raphatl, 1$ Bd. Oresmes, Dofanam Cor, Wel Cis 
City, USA. 2 Lisieux (Calvados), France. 47 Schiebrock (Rotterdam), Holland. 
Bontmger, Abraham, Federal Prison Berre, Maurice, Prison de Fresnes Hartog, Jaap, Nieuw Vosseveld, Vught 
Camp, Mill Point. West Va.. USA. arSeink Ta arco es Holland ; ‘ 
Bryan, Clarence, Medica nter for Capraro, Antoine, Prison de Fresnes A 
Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Mo,, _ (Seine), France. F rc ee Nieuw Vosseveld, Vught, 
USA. Carre-Pistollet, Paul, Prison des Bau- Ketly, Roel, Enschede, B.W. ter Kulle- 


Francey, James, Federal Prison Camp, miettes, par 


Tucson, Arizona, USA. 


Mazargues, 
(8. du Rh.), France. 
Federal Correctional Chechelski, Francois, Prison de Fresnes 


Marseille“ siraat_ 324, Holland, 


Koene, Henk, Nicuw Vosseveld, Vught, 


Shelton, Samuel, ‘ Holland. 
wa Ce rg = oe“ Mon 
_ pean 4 — Prison aes pcCalpaiooer ines vipa: Vuaht, Holland” ad 
il Point, ‘West Va.. USA Pui Couly Cesony Prison de Fresnes Baran ne Nicuw Vosseveld, 
zie hina pederal Pose CAP. pominaky, Ma 31 rue di Cambor, VIER AM Amerdam-N, Pooler 


BELGIUM 
Bavikhoven, André van, Prison de France. 
Forest, Bruxelles, Belgium. Drozan, Richard, 
Brichard, Danlel, Prison de Forest, Lisieux (Calvados), France. 


Bruxelles, Belgium. Eiselé, André,* 

Delahaut, Robert, Prison de 
Bruxelles, Belgium. 

Demoulin, Jacques, _ Prison 
Léonard, Liege, Beigium. 

Driessche, Cyrille van den, Prison de 
Gand, Belgium. 


Dupont, Jacques, 


Forest, 


Saint- 


Faffer, Valentin, 


Prison de Verviers, 


Metz (Moselle), France. 
Derudder, André, Prison des Baumettes, 
par Mazargues, Marseille (B. du Rh.). 


Lisicux (Calvados), France. 


Lisieux (Catvados), 
Fecherolie, Jean, 190 ruc Pessac, Bor- Mr. Sino Vonk, Nicuwe Bogertstraat 
deaux (Gironde), 
Flamein, Michel, 31 rue du Cambout, 
Metz (Moselle), France. 


Collective greetings may be 
sent fo war resisters in the 
following alternative service 
camps: 
15 Bd. Oresmes, Mr, Piet Veth, dienstweigeraarskamp, 
Viedder, Holland, 


Mr. Kees Stelling, Riiks psvchiatrische 
inrichtingen, Woensel, Holand, 


1§ Bd. Oresmes, 


15 Bd. Oresmes. 
France, 


B.220, Zierikzee, Holland, 


Mr, Jan de Jone, Kamp Emmelo 
Oost, Noord-Oost Dolder, Tolland: 


France, 


Belgium. Kruczynskl, David, 31 rue du Cam- Mr. Hans Dikke, H.T.O, Laakka 
uquennes René, Prison de Forest, bout, Metz (Moselle), France, Den Haag, Holland, mE 

Bruxelles, Belgium. Lailiére, Marcel, Prison de Fresnes 
Florijn, Célestin, Prison de Forest, (Seine), France. ITALY 

Bruxelles, Belgium. Lavignac, Jean, 15 Bd, Oresmes, Alfarano, Ennlo, Carcere _ Militare, 
Gareet, Robert, Eben-Emael, Belgium. Lisieux (Calvados), France, Corso Massimo d'Azeglio 92, Torino, 


Gavot, M., Prison de Forest, Bruxelles, Melffre, Jean, Prison des Baumettes, 
; par Mazargues, Marscille (B, du Rh, 120, Franco, Corso re Umberto 114, 


Belgium. 
Heudens, 
Bruxelles, Belgium. 
Jeune, Jacques le, 40 rue Mertens et 
Torfs, Anvers, Belgium 


Forest, France. 
Mochberger, 


mettes, par 


René, Prison de 


Liege, Belgium. 


Henrt, Prison des Bau- 
Mazargues, 
a (B. du Rh.), France. 
Masson, Pierre, 8 Place Saint-Pholien, Mourisse, André, 31 rue du Cambout, 
Metz (Moselle), France, 


Italy. 


Torino, Italy, 

There are at least 7 more 

Italian war resisters in prison. 
_ NORWAY 

Collective greetings may be 


Marseille 


Mensbrugghe, André van der, 14 Mislikowskil, Jean, Prison d’E, Trouves =) 

paene de la Brabanconne, Bruxelles pras Toul (M. et M.), Frances sent to the following camps: 

4, Belgium. Nlsselbeck, Othon, Prison de Fresnes ©lvilarbelderne, Havniis ‘leir, Mysen, 
Morel, Georges, Prison de Forest, (Seine), France. Norway. 

Bruxelles, Belgium. ardo, Plerre de, Prison des Bau- Ctvilarbelderne, Hlustad leir, Julshamn, 
Neumann, Georges, 20 rue Sterckx, meties, par Mazargues, Marseilte Norway. ; 

Saint-Gilles, Belgium. (B. du Rh.), France. Civilarbeideme, —Dillinggy — tvanasar- 
Opdebeek, Gustaav, Prison Saint- Pawlik, Henri, 15 Bd. Oresmes, Lisieux eidsleir, Moss Norway. 

Léonard, Leige, Belgium. (Calvador), France. SWED 
Peeters, Egide, Prison de Forest, Pelpreyk, Jean, 31 rue du Cambout, EN 


Bruxelles, Belgium. 
Pirard, Monsieur, Maison de Santé de Planche, 


Metz (Moselle), France, 
Guy, 31 


Collective greetings can be 


Tue du Cambout, sent to six Civilian Work 


VEtat, Tournai, Beigium. Metz (Moselle), France. 5 
Piron, Joseph, Prison St. Léonard, Popeye, Joseph, 15 Rd. Oresmes Establishments where war 
Leige, Belgium. Lisieux (Caivados), France, "resisters are doing civilian 
Poelmans, Jean, Prison de Liege, rue pares a son dee Fresnes ark 
de la Resistance, Belgium. ine), France, Vapenfria Vii ae r 
Seminckx, M., Prison de Forest, Plotrowiez, M., Prison de Fresnes Vapentria Varnptlctiga rg, Sweden. 
Bruxelles, Belgium. (Seine), France. Givleu$ Sweden 2 anas, 
Smaggli, M., Prison de Forest, Porte, M., Prison . 


Bruxelles, Belgium. France. 


Soukiassian, Armand, Prison de Forest, Prudel, Joseph, 31 rue du Cambout. V i 
Metz (Moselle), France. Papen! Api TS 
Thibaut, Jules, Prison Saint-Léonard, Rezer, Jean-Claude, Prison de Fresnes Vapenfria 


Bruxelles, Belgium. 


Liege, Belgium. Seine), France. 
Viaender, Désiré van, Prison de Forest, Roszyk, Jean, 
Bruxelles, Beigium. (Seine), France, 


Prison de 


de Fresnes (Seine), Vapenfria Viirnpilktiga, U; 
skfest@mtatinines Uippega: coe 
Revingehed, 


Varmoliktiza, = 

= ples Boden 19, sth ra 

tesnes Vapenfria Viirnpil E 
Adelse Seca pilktiza, Bjérks, 


Sweden. 
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1 was in prison, and ye came unto me, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one... ye have done it unto me. 
Jesus Christ. 


2 Sees A Le oe 


THE MEN IN PRISON 


NYONE who has been in prison for 2 princip}e—and 
' this applies to many readers of Peace News—will be 
aware of the comfort and strength that can be drawn from 


a word from “ outside.” 


The oppressive feeling of isolation—of being cut off from 
the brotherhood of man—that prison can bring Is broken into and 
ene can again have the assurance that one is a man among men 
and that there are those who are sharing in spirit with the 
prisoner his witness and the physical separation from his fellows 


that it has brought. 


* * 


For this reason Pence News publishes on page one of 
a list of those about whom 


it has been able (o obtain information who are in prison because 
they have refused to bear arms and prepare for participation in 


this issue—as is its custom each year 


war, Many of our readers send greetings to these men and these 
expressions of sympathy and one-ness with them in their trial 
can bring to them much comfort and even happiness, 


These lists are furnished from (the information that the 
War Resisters’ International has been able to gather, and it will 
be observed that they are very incomplete. There are more 
countries that do not appear in them than there are countries 
that are included. I¢ is desirable that we should make it clear 
what is implied by this, It does no¢ mean that from the standpoint 
of a liberal tolerance of the rights of conscience the countrics 
for which lists appear are the “bad” countrics while those for 
which there are no lists are the “good.” It means quite the 
opposite. It means that the standards of liberal tolerance of the 
countries where men are listed as in prison are a great deal 
superior to the standards of the great majority of those for which 
it is not possible to publish such lists. 


We will illustrate this by the examples of France and 
Bulgaria. Judged by the standards of the practice of Britain 
and the United States, France has an intolerant regime in regard 
to those men who declare a refusal on grounds of conscience 10 
participate in war. It has no provisions for exemption, and the 
penalty upon the conscript for refusal to serve on grounds of 
conscience is therefore invariably imprisonment, 


There is the same absence of the recognition of conscientious 
refusal in Bulgaria, and the consequence for the young war- 
resister in that land {s therefore the same as in France, unless it 
is something worse. We do not know; and it is this fact that 
marks an enormous difference between France and Bulgaria, 


The young French war resister is in prison, but it has been 
possible for him beforehand to declare his view publicly. We 
has been able, if he so wishes, to be organised with those who 
think like him. His comrades can be aware of what is happening 
to him, and because they are grouped in an international organi- 
sation we in this country may be permitted to know about him and 
his fellows in prison, Hence we are able to publish the list that 
includes their names, : 

* 


* 


Nothing like this obtains in regard to Bulgaria. There must 
be men there, as in France and other countrics of the West, who 
have a conscientious objection to bearing arms for the destruction 
of their fellows, but nobody outside Bulgaria (and possibly very 
few within that land) are permitied to know about them or what 
happens to them. 

The same conditions apply in many other countries. They 
apply in fact to all the countries within the East European bloc 
as well as to other countries of Europe, Asin and the Middle 
East, some of which, like Spain, are associated with the Western 
bloc, 

That there are men in Russia who have a conscientious 
objection to participating in. war we know. Mr, Karey, of the 
Russian Baptists has infornied us of this, and that in some cases 
some type of exemption is accorded them. We are not able to 
obtain any detailed information regarding them, however, as in 
the cases of the countries that we have listed, and we know 
nothing about what happens to those war resisters who are not 
accorded any type of exemption. 

When we are sending greetings to the men known to be in 
prison we should also give a thought to those more unhappy men 
miei names do not appear because there in no means of obtaining 
them, 


War by radio-activity 


PPE Russian U-test and the announce- 

ment of further American tests is 
the worst news we have had since 
“stalemate” was registered at Geneva in 
July, 

Despite all the declarations of lofty 
morality by which both power groups 
assert they are actuated they carry on 
their struggle at the expense of less 
powerful victims as a means of avoiding 
a head-on contest. We have seen this in 
progress in Indo-China, in Korea, and 
we can today observe a movement in the 
same sense in the Middle East. 

Now, in a different sense, the intensi- 
fication of the cold war through a com- 
petition in Hl-tests has the same effect. 

It is true that the whole of mankind, 
and particularly of mankind's posterity 
is put in danger by this method, but it 
leaves those who actually take the 
decisions and their home populations 
upon whom they must depend for sup- 
port in relative safety. The main brunt 
of the US and Russian tests is apparently 
to be borne by the Japanese, but the 
dangers of this kind of warfare are 
spread over the whole of mankind and 
mankind’s descendants. 

It is the perfect method of struggle for 
the thug in international politics. 


The threat to mankind 


FEXTERE have been three pronounce- 

ments on the Russian H-bomb test: 
the US Atomic Energy Commission said 
that this was the biggest Russian ex- 
plosion yet; ‘Tass Agency, “the most 
powerful hitherto carried out”; and 
Mr. Krushchey, that the test had pro- 
duced “the most powerful of all ex- 
plosions yet carried out.” 

The largest explosion hitherto was 
that at Bikini—by the US—on March 1, 
1954, which resulted in the death of a 
Japanese fisherman and injury to a 
number of others. 

Tts capacity was variously put at from 
14 to 18 million tons of TNT. The 
capacity of the A-bomb that destroyed 
Hiroshima was 20,000 tons of TNT. 

The biggest US bomb tested, therefore 
was at least 700 times as powerful as 
the Hiroshima bomb; and if Mr. 
Krushchev’s statement is to be taken 
as literally true the Russian bomb has 
more than 700 times the power of the 
Hiroshima bomb. 


Heavy fall-out 


PPHE Russians say that their bomb was 
exploded at a great height to reduce 
the damage done by “ fall-out.” 

Meteorological observers in Japan, 
however, have recorded falls of radio- 
active rain following the explosion 
registering 28,000 counts a litre per 
minute and it is held that there is 
danger to human beings in an atmospher 
in which radio-activity is beyond 100 
counts a minute. 

As Professor Rotblat has urged, the 
greatest permanent danger from the 
setting off of these fission-fusion-fission 
explosions is the release of radio-active 
strontium, which can destroy the human 
bone-structure, and which can contami- 
nate soil, es into food, and by that 


means be absorbed into the human body. 
Significant silence 
TT is. noteworthy that when Mr. 


© Krushchev made his statement re- 
garding the H-bomb explosion there was 
a marked silence in his Indian audience 
that had previously been liberally cheer- 
ing him, and his peroration which 
followed was also received in silence, 

Mr, Krushchev sat down, reports the 
Sunday Times, “blinking in evident 
puzziement.” 

This is a matter in which the whole 
world is concerned and we hope that the 
nations of Asia represented at Bandung, 
and the neutrals of Europe will give 
vigorous expression to their views on 
this matter in the United Nations. 

Whether or. not the Powers are to 
arrive at an agreed prohibition of the 

S4Tbs Sie tle 


LCS eT 


No Iron Curtain—but a web of lies and deceit 


BEHIND 
Tale 
NEWS 


use of the H-bomb in warfare, the 
peoples of the world should insist that 
there shall be no more of these tests. 


H-dust 


ACCORDING to a recent book by 
= an anthropologist (“ Himalayan 
Barbary,” by Christoph von Furcr- 
Waimendorf) the Apa Tanis, a tribe 
living on the borderland between India 
and China, have an unusual way of 
sctiling points inveiving the honour of 
aristocrats. 

This takes the form of a contest 
known as a “ lisudu.” 


The challenger destroys some of his 
own property in front of the house of 
the other man, who must either destroy 
an equal amount of his own property 
in his rival’s presence or admit defeat 
by default. This holocaust continues, 
in fact, uniil one of the contestants 
feels that his resources and those of 
obliging relatives have been strained 
to breaking point. 


Offside 


YJ,HERE is much to be said for des- 

troying one’s own property, if 
something has to be destroyed to 
satisfy one’s prestige, rather than tak- 
ing the lives and destroying the 
property of other people. 

Superficially the vast sums spent by 
America and Russia on the explosion 
of A and H-bombs (chiefly—it seems— 
as a demonstration of opulence by 
means of spectacular waste might be 
considered as part of a “lisudu,” were 
it not for the fact that these demon- 
strations are also preparations for war 
and intended to frighten the other side. 

There is also the liitle matter of 
radio-active dust, 

No doubt Americans do not object 
to their own dust, though the Japanese 
were not equally complacent about it. 

Now we are threatened with Russian 
dust, which some no doubt feel is ultra 
vires or offside in a Cold War. 

Perhaps the Apa Tanis could send 
a Civilising Mission to Washington 
and Moscow, and explain the rules of a 
“lisudu,” na practised. by more 
civilised tribes than those of America 
and Europe. 


Rift at Bonn 


NJ ORE than 50,000 Berliners demon- 
4"% strated recently outside the seat of 
the Government of West Berlin against 
the failure of the Four Powers to reach 
agreement on German reunification. 

Placards proclaimed, “ Berlin appeals 
to the world. We shall not resign our- 
selves to Geneva.” 

The failure of the Western Powers 
also provoked an attack on Dr. Aden- 
auer’s foreign policy by Dr. Dehler, the 
leader of the Free Democrats, the other 
main party in the coalition government. 

He criticised the West German gov- 
ernment’s observers at Geneva for not 
being energetic enough in pursuing re- 
unification, and advocated direct talks 
with the Soviet Union. 

This brought from Dr. Adenauer a 
virtual ultimatum in a demand to know 
whether the Free Democrats still stood 
by the Paris Agreement and would 
promise loyal support for the foreign 
policy of the government until the 
general elections in 1957, 


Assurances given by Dr. Dehler to determination. A 
Letter from USA by A.J. Mus! 


Herr von Brentano, the Foreign 
ister, did not satisfy Dr. Adenauer, 
it became necessary for President Heus 
to intervene in a quarrel which We 
threatening the coalition. ' 

After an interview with Dr. Dehlé 
on Saturday, the President saw Dt. 
Adenauer on Sunday, and the- Free | 
Democrats were to meet early this We® ; 
to give a final answer. ; 

In the meantime, criticisms. of tH 
Four Powers and of the West Germat 
Government are growing. ’ 3 

Many who believe that the partne 
ship of Western Germany in NATO # 
the real stumbling block, are now ready 
to accept the neutralisation of Germaby 
if that would ensure reunification, 
Peace News has always urged. 


Detention Centres — | 


rJ.HE Daily Herald has drawn atlep™ 

" tion to the conditions in the his! 
Detention Centres so far opened in thst 
country and has asked that their wort 
ing, and the system under which they - 
provided, should be the subject of # | 
enquiry before more are opened. 

Detention Centres were provided for 
in the 1948 Criminal Justice ACD | 
something of; a sop to those ie 
regretted the ending by that Act of ng 
power of the courts to order whippt? 
tor young offenders. fot | 

There was, it was felt, a need 
something short and unpleasant betwee! 
the treatment by probation an ved 
longer sentences involved in an appeal 
school order or a Bostal sentence; (0 
the Act limited the right of the courts 
send young pcople to prison. 

The Detention Gentes have, howevel 
turned out to be almost entirely new | 
tive, and they have in them dangefo™ = 
possibilities of degradation for youns , 
offenders. fot i 

What is worse they are being used fi 1 
conscientious objectors and other yo | 
offenders never hitherto regarded x 
being in need of short sharp sho™ | 
treatment. j 

While this may be legal it can hardly ' 
be in accordance with the spirit 0 ed i 
Act or the intentions of Parliament. ‘of 

We strongly support the demand ™® ; 
an enquiry into the use being madé io 
these Centres, and into their value ™ | 
any modern penal system, 


From a Cypriot 
schoolboy 


LTHOUGH the declaration of #/ 

- state of emergency in Cyprus 18 of | 
itself an admission that the usé- 
greater force has failed to restore !@% ) 
and order in the colony, the author! 
still seem unable to realise that en 
repressive measure taken by ae 
causes the situation to deteriorate, i 

The fact that violence ineyitat® 


Min- 
a 


. 


letter recently received from 4 
agusta schoolboy, who makes i oo 
clear that the demonstrations theré #7 
October 28 only became violent alt 
police and troops had attacked 
demonstrators. 

The recent closing of two 
sccondary schools has antagonis¢ 
entire Greek population and at the § 
time released many hundreds of pv 
from any restraining influence. 


Struggle for liberty 


PPHERE is a danger that popular Hi 
dignation in England aroused ¢ 
nly 


t very! 


late | 


ot 
ip i 


the loss of British lives may ob 
the fact that the Cypriots have on 
resorted to violence after many Yy® it 
of unrewarding attempts to obtain the? — 
freedom by peaceful negotiation.’ 14 | 
It is becoming increasingly clear 4 
we have to deal not with a Sm 
“terrorist” organisation, but witB : 
people struggling for liberty. nd, 
If we really want to restore law te ‘ 
order and prevent more innocent pe? 
on both sides from losing their hives 
the first and only possible step 18 i | 
grant to the Cypriots the right of % 


| 


MPYHE third item on the agenda of the 

Foreign Ministers Conference, coming 
after the question of security and the re- 
unification of Germany, and of disarma- 
ment, was perhaps generally thought of 
as also third in importance. 


But in view of the Soviet response to pro- 
posals for increased trade and improved com- 
munication between East and West, this item 
may have been the most important and the 
response the most disheartening and challeng- 


ing. 
_ The directive from the Summit Conference 
in July reads: 


“The Foreign Ministers should, by means 
of experts, study measures, including those 
possibly in organs and agencies of the 
United Nations, which could (a) bring about 
a progressive elimination of barriers which 
interfere with free communications and 
peaceful trade between peoples and (b) bring 
about such freer contacts and exchanges as 
are to the mutual advantage of the countries 
and peoples concerned.” 


In the official reply to Western proposals 
and inquiries relating to trade, Molotov made 
it clear that the only thing he had any interest 
in was the removal of the restriction on the 
sale of strategic—i.e, war—materials to the 
Communist bloc which the West has main- 
tained for a number of years. 


Furthermore, Molotov’s reply was negative 
to proposals to promote the free flow of ideas, 


establishment of information centres of one 
nation in the citics of another, distribution of 
official documents of each country in the 
territory of the other, making books available 
for sale, climinating jamming of radio broad- 
casts, the facilitation of tourism, among other 
things, by the establishment of ‘“ reasonable 
rates of currency exchange” in the Soviet 
Union. 


Suspicion and poison 


In fact, Molotov advanced the opinion that 
there was no real problem and that con- 
sequently the measures aiming at freer com- 
munication were motivated by a satanic desire 
of certain clements in the West to introduce 
into Russia “ propaganda for war or propa- 
ganda imbued with a hatred of mankind calling 
for an atomic war”; or a similarly satanic 
desire, of refugees from the East—" all 
kinds of scum of socicty thrown out by the 
peoples of the countrics of socialism and 
people’s democracy"—to get an opening to 
carry on subversive activities behind the Iron 
Curtain. 


Having thus given notice that certain kinds 
of propaganda were not going to be permitted 
in Communist lands, Molotov—as I started to 
say a moment ago—asserted that there never 
had been an Iron Curtain, so far as Russia is 
concerned, or interference with the free ex- 
change and expression of ideas. 


Here are his exact words (my italics): 


“It was alleged here that the Icaders of 
the Soviet Union tried to isolate their people 


from contacts with the outside world. Such 
allegations are absolutely groundless.” 


For a number of reasons this and similar 
remarks made in this context at Geneva are 
appalling, and the fact that they were made, 
the most important and portentous thing that 
happened. 


For one thing, the Molotov statement just 
mentioned can be interpreted in only two 
ways, 


One is that Russia’s foreign minister, at a 
conference presumably held in “the spirit of 
Geneva,” can stand up before the whole world 
and utter a brazen and stupendous lie. 


The other possible interpretation is that 
Molotov actually cannot sce that anything that 
might be regarded as questionable or wrong or 
as interfering with the liberties of the Russian 
people and depriving them of knowledge 
which they may have needed, has been in- 
volved in all the repressive measures that have 
existed, the restriction on travel, the labour 
camps, etc., because these measures were taken 
to protect the Soviet state of Communist 
society. 


In either case we have an attitude which 
means the poisoning of international relations. 
We face an extreme form of political 
depravity. Genuine discourse, communication, 
saa human beings is- not possible on this 

asis. 


It may be said that the existence of the 
police state in Russia ie in part a reaction to 


Western actions, including the Amerie 
arsenal of atomic and biological weapons ah t 
America’s air bases scattered around the ¢ 
and I think this is truce. yf 
It may also be pointed out that the behavien i 
of politicians of the West is not free gi } 
duplicity either, and this I have often \ 
myself. te | 
But clearly even if the same kind and deer 
of deceit and repression were involved, io | 
would not alter the facts about the Rus? 
regime nor would it justify the Soviet cours 
any more than repressive measures, to W tbe ) 
we have indeed resorted far too much if 
US, are justified by Soviet measures. jo ; 
In fact, however, we have here a low 
olitical morality—-in the, form eithef { 
razen lying or of an insulation against et and | 
considerations—which cannot be surpassed ie 
which has not, I soberly suggest, been equaly | 
in our time save by the Nazi: regime.” nat 
I am not for a moment suggesting ate 
hatred or contempt for men who are the 4 
of the policy under examination, or vi Cr at 
and war, or resort to measures similar to thee 
we abhor in others, is the way to deal with 
problem. 


Pacifist Travel to Russia | 


It would be possible to use conside!® ig 
space in fruitful discussion of what jon 
problem means for relations between nat eft 
of East and West. What I want to do ae 
however, is to speak of some questions rel up! | 
to the tours of pacifist individuals and st? 
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RELIGIOUS NEWS AND VIEWS 
a monthly column by __ | 
L_. STUART MORRIS 


Non-violent resistance 
against Hitler 


PETER ALFRED DELP, _ Jesuit 

priest, hanged in Berlin on Feb. 2, 
1945, was a member of the “Kreisau 
Circle,” founded in 1940 as a moral 
resistance movement. 


_ The Circle’s password was “ Gruess Gott,” 
its weapon the sword of the spirit, and its 
first aim to save the soul of Germany. 

It sought to unite Catholics and Protestants, 
!o save Christianity and fight Naziism by 
non-violent means, spread Christian principles 
and save Jews and other hunted persons. 


Members, who included bishops, army 
officers, diplomats, civil servants, typists and 
manual workers, worked out plans jor a 
Christian social order to replace the Nazi 
regime when the inevitable collapse came. 
Some of its best members were tempted away 
to the use of violence even before the founder 
Count Helmut von Moltke and Delp and other 
leaders were arrested in January, 1944. 


Unfortunately the blue-prints for a 
Christian social Germany were lost, but we 
are grateful to the Catholic Herald for re- 
telling what is a little-known story and for 
reminding us of some of the heroes of a non- 
Violent resistance movement. 


Racial discrimination 


Most of the church newspapers have been 
“* concerned with racial — discrimination 
during the past month, The Church of Eng- 
land Newspaper reports the Bishop of 
Johannesburg's suggestion that there was a 
connection between S. Africa's policy of 
apartheid and “a noticeable loss of integrity 
und open deterioration in standards of con- 
uct among many Europeans.” 


He warned against movements 
tended towards a police state. 


The new President of the Methodist Church 
in South Africa based his presidential address 
on the relations between Church and State. 
While not wishing to add fuel to the flames 
of bitterness he said that the Church must be 
free to make the strongest possible protest 
against legislation or community action 
which they believed to be unjust and un- 
Christian. 


The Vatican paper Osservatore Romano has 
used strong words in denouncing apartheid, 
condemning it as unjust and immoral in its 
aims and methods, and suggesting that the 
practice of the South African Government 
was “ becoming more and more rigid and less 
and less unlike Hitlerian racialism.” 


The same paper has deplored the many 
crimes of racialism in the United States and 
sharply criticised the congregation's attempt 
at Jesuit Bend to prevent a Negro priest from 
saying mass in the mission. It supports the 
action of the Archbishop of New Orleans 
(reported by A. J. Muste in Peace News on 
Oct. 28), in suspending all services at the 
Mission, 


Germany 


YYNDER the signature of Bishop Dibclius, 

the Evangelical Church in Germany 
addressed a strong and significant letter to the 
Foreign Ministers before their recent talks in 
Geneva. The continued division of Germany, 
it was claimed, made it very difficult for the 
Church to carry out its spiritual task, and 
seriously endangered the new spirit they 
longed to sec in the nation. 


The letter concluded, “At the end of the 
War the victorious powers decided to insist 
©n unconditional surrender. In doing so they 
sumed responsibility in the eyes of God for 
the future and security of the whole German 
People: eS 

“This responsibility makes it incumbent 

Upon them now to end conditions which are 
Unjust in the eyes of God and man. We 
of German reunion 
18 closely bound up with the problem of 
Security of other nations. It is not the 
Church's task to make political proposals for 
the ‘solution of this problem, but we must 
Point out that even the best security pacts 
Would be endangered if Germany remains 
divided. 
_.“The Press constantly points out that the 
German people themselves ought to do some- 
thing about reunion, but they can only do so 
If every German citizen is given an oppor- 
tunity to vote at a free election. This 
°pportunity is not given: 

_(a) if alliances entered into by one zone of 
Germany are contracted as if they were 
binding upon Germany as a whole; and 
. (b) if certain political and social conditions 
(N either zone are outside the control of the 
People’s free constitutional decision. 


... We should be failing in our res onsibility 

"2 We did not urge you in this decisive hour 

‘O give the German people the right to live 
€ir own life within a united Germany.” 

In the view of many pacifists that right can 
Only be effective in a united Germany which 
APs disarmament and constructive neutral- 

y. 


which 


An amusing misunderstanding caused a 
‘emporary alarm recently when it was 
reported that Bishop Dibelius, two-thirds of 
Whose diocese is situated in the Eastern 
“one, had been refused a visa for the purpose 
© rededicating a church in that part of his 
diocese. The fact was that a visa was refused 
tla Berlin clergyman whose name was 
Ischof, and not to the Bishop. 


PUTTING PACIFISM BEFORE THE 
ELECTORATE === fondon Peace Forum debate 


sad TINHERE is general agreement in the pacifist 
movement that wars will cease when men 
refuse to fight, but I would go a stage further 
and say that wars will cease when nations 
refuse to fight, which isn’t quite the same 
thing.” 
John Loverseed, Chairman of the Fellowship 
Party and former Common Wealth MP, said 
this when putting the case for pacifists join- 


ing majority,” he continued, but I feel that 
they should have had the courage to resign 
and so avoid compromising—or betraying— 
their principles.” ; 

Reg. Reynolds went on to point out that 
history showed that whenever a_ political 
party attained the power of government, it 
was forced to compromise its principles. That 
had been the case with the Labour Party and 


Former fighter-pilot, John Loverseed, AFC, campaigning as Independent Pacifist 
candidate for South Lewisham in the last General Election. 


ing the Fellowship Party to a London Peace 
Forum last week, organised by the Movement 
for a Pacifist Church. 


He continued “It is not enough for paci- 
fists to spread their views amongst only those 
people with whom they normally come into 
contact, If you believe in democratic govern- 
ment, you should join the Fellowship Party 
and help to put the pacifist case directly 
before the electorate, 


“Those who are still trying to work for 
pacifism within the Labour Party are super- 
optimists, for there is no sign at all of a 
pacifist policy in that party. Indeed pacifism 
would never be the policy of the Labour 
Party—the party which had introduced peacc- 
time conscription and the manufacture of 
hydrogen bombs, At the last Labour Party 
conference, Mr. Attlee had sneered at Victor 
Yates who was accused of ‘hawking his con- 


science round the country ’. 
Labour Party scepticism 


Ron Huzzard, of the Labour Peace Fellow- 
ship, and Labour candidate for N.W Croydon 
in the last General Election, appealed for 
pacifists to continue to exercise their influence 
within the Labour Party and the Trade Unions 
by attending more meetings and expressing 
their views. ys 

The aim of politics was to capture political 
power and one could not get a change of 
national and international policy except by a 
change of Government, which meant getting 
members with pacifist views into Parliament. 
No party could be organised with merely 
acifism as its platform. The Fellowship Party 
ad no programme except pacifism. 

The Re boue Party had a strong pacifist 
tradition and members of the Labour Peace 
Fellowship had been faithful in oppocing 
conscription and the H-bomb in Parliament. 
If pacifists were going to be successful they 
must mix and campaign with non-pacifists. 

Reg. Reynolds, casting some doubts on the 
claims of both previous speakers said that he 
had spent much of his life in politics, much 
of it in India and Africa. 

He had resigned from the Labour Party as 
a result of witnessing the torture of Indians 
during the time that a Labour government was 
in oflice in this country. 

“Their excuse was that they hadn’t a work- 


with many of Gandhi's followers in India. 

“What is necded is a deep spiritual up 
heaval,” he pleaded. “Why bother about 
Parliament when you will be changing the 
whole world?” 

In reply to a suggestion from the floor 
that the amount of the election expenses would 
be better spent on other pacifist propaganda, 
John Loverseed replied that this new method 
of approaching the electorate should be given 
a real chance as the pacifist organisations had 
spent many thousands of pounds on propa- 
ganda during the years and still only had a few 
thousand members to show for it. He also 
gave the assurance that the Fellowship Party 
would never oppose a pacifist candidate—no 
matter what his party—as long as he would 
promise to stand by his pacifist principles. 

Pleas were made for pacifists to join the 
Fellowship Party and the Labour Peace 
Fellowship, and Reg. Reynolds, concluding, 
said that he would ask them to join his 
organisation, which was “The Kingdom of 
Heaven on Earth,” for which there was no 
entrance fee, but a great many regulations 
to observe. 


Some strange facts 
about race prejudice 


QOME strange facts about race prejudice 

were explained by Cedric Dover when he 
gave a lecture in a series on “The Colour 
Problem in Britain,” at the Friends Inter- 
national Centre recently. 

Attempts to drive out one kind of preju- 
dice arc usually made by appeals to another 
kind of prejudice. People are told that race 
or colour prejudice is ungentlemanly, un- 
Christian, un-American, un-British. 

Prejudice changes as circumstances change. 
In 1947, when the condition of Negroes in 
the USA had been improving for some years, 
a questionnaire in the Southern States estab- 
lished the fact that there was more prejudice 
against Jews than against Negroes. After the 
first Geneva conference there was less preju- 
dice against the “ Reds "—but the first Negro 
lynching for some years took place in the 
Mississippi area. 

The series of lectures are being arranged by 
Racial Unity. 
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PEACE NEWS IN NAZARETH 


A YOUNG ISRAELI, whose 

home is near Nazareth, 
called at Peace News office last 
week, 

He wanted to tell me just 
how much the paper means to 
him ae the fifteen or more 
people who share his copy. P 

“If you should sometimes a 
wonder whether your work is ° ss 
worth-while,” he said, “remember what Peace 
News means to us in our difficult position, 
working for Jewish-Arab reconciliation.” 

He told me that extracts from Peace News 
were being translated into Hebrew and then 
reprinted. 

For a period he had worked as a shepherd. 
Because he was the only one who went out 
from the farm without a gun he earned the 
friendship and respect of Arabs in the discrict 
and these “enemies” would sit and talk with 
him as he watched his sheep out on the hills. 

It often seems to me that the existence of 
Peace News is justified by the value extracted 
from one copy when that copy goes to one of 
the world’s trouble spots. If you think so, too, 
then that is one more reason for joining in the 
great effort to meet the deficit in publishing 
Peace News in 1955. 

One reader has responded with a cheque for 
£100, others have made similar sacrifices. But 
we need £150 a week during December to 
achieve our target of £2,000. 

Please send us whatever you can, now. 


THE EDITOR 


Contributions since Nov. 18: £128 19s, 10d. 
Total since January 1, 1955: £1,357 9s. 11d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


COs MUST PRACTISE 
WHAT THEY PREACH 


From KATHLEEN WARE 


TT was my first experience of such proceed- 

~ ings when J attended the North Eastern 
Local Tribunal for Conscientious Objectors at 
Leeds recently. 


Judge Drucquer was in the chair and 
adopted the procedure of reading the whole of 
the statements made by the applicants and of 
letters sent by witnesses. This took some time 
as some of the letters were lengthy and did 
not seem to allow sufficient time for applicants 
to answer the questions put to them. 


In most cases the Chairman was very 
insistent that the applicant should prove that 
he had backed up the expression of his beliefs 
in some practical form and where the 
applicant was unable to do this, was very 
critical in his remarks. Several of the young 
men had spent several years in University or 
College and explained that this had left little 
time for activities outside their studies. ‘[his 
is surely a reasonable requirement, however, 
and intending COs might realise that when 
they claim their objection to have been of 
some long standing, they will be expected to 
have undertaken some work of social or 
religious service, 


Of the twenty applicants duc to appear be- 
fore the Tribunal, two omitted to attend and 
were struck off the Register, ten, of whom 
seven were Jehovah's Witnesses, were removed, 
one was registered for non-combatant duties 
and seven for alternativeservice. 


PN 


An appeal to urge the Greek authorities to lift 
the harsh measures imposed in Corfu prison, 
and Youra, has been made by Father Ktenas 
(himself a political prisoner) to the Arch- 
bishop of Athens. The appeal has been cir- 
cularised by the League for Democracy in 
Greece, 376 Grays Inn Rd., W.C.1. 


From The Editors Notebook 


GUN-SERGEANT CARTOONIST 


TOSS, who left the London Star a few weeks 
uv ago and is now drawing cartoons for 
Peace News, was an enthusiastic supporter, 
along with Ritchie Calder, James Cameron, 
Preston Benson, Vicky, and others, of the Fleet 
Street Forum, a journalists’ peace group set 
up in the days when the Korean war looked 
like setting the world ablaze. 

A war-time gun sergeant, he is known out- 
side the area in which the Star circulates as a 
pioneer-day TV personality, broadcaster, ex- 
foreign correspondent, and defender of models’ 
morals. 

Joss parted company with the Star after 21 
years because “in recent years none of the 
hard-hitting stuff saw printer’s ink, which 
grieved me.” 

But, he told World's Press News, “ The Star, 
with its inspiring journalistic and human 
traditions, was my first love in Fleet Street, 
and always will be.” 

When he is not globe-trotting he lives at 
home in Hampstead with his wife and two 


daughters. 
CHANGED THEIR OUTLOOK 


rPHERE are a good many American 
High School students back at 
work this term with a changed outlook on 
world affairs. a 

are the students who have been to one 
Pe irae Schools, Seminars and Institutes 
organised by the American Friends Service 


Committee, Pl ' 

e one or two quotes from letters 
Pied , Winifred Barrett, Director of 
the High Schools Division of the AFSC office 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts (only one of 
evel AFSC Regional Offices doing this 


wor had never before discussed anything 


in such an open-minded real-democratic 
way...” 

“T have learned to be aware of world 
affairs, to organise my thoughts, and, best 
of all, to pin-point my own beliefs . . .” 

“One of the most precious things I 
have brought back from the Institute is a 
wonderful inner peace and calm, I know 
that no matter what problems I have to face, 
I will have strength to weigh and judge and 
master them...” 


MIXED GROUP 


QITATISTICS for a High School 

Institute held in August show 

that 17 boys and 29 girls attended. Average 
age 16; Age range 13-18, 

Place of birth other than the USA: 
Germany 2; Indonesia 2 ; France | ; Greece 1. 

Religious preferences: Baptist 1; Brethren 
1; Christian Science 3; Congregational 7; 
Episcopal 2; Greek Orthodox 1; Jewish 10; 
Methodist 2; Protestant 4; Quaker 12; 
Roman Catholic 1; Unitarian 1; Western 
Orthodox Catholic 1. 

A programme of weck-end schools for this 
winter includes such subjects as ‘ Making use 
of the Freedom to Inquire, Read, Speak and 
Print;” ‘Our part in the World Struggle 


against Poverty, Hunger, Disease and 
Ignorance"; ‘What is Communism?” “ To- 
ward a Constructive Foreign Policy”; “Human 
Rights.” 


American readers should write to Winifred 
Barrett at 130 Brattle Strect, Cambridge 38, 
Mass. for the full programme. Yes, it is the 
same building that houses Peace News’ US 
Sales Office. 


WAS IN LION’S DEN 


MPHE originator of “Jove’s Column,” 
the lively feature in the York- 
shire Gazette which so frequently gave pub- 


licity to pacifists—we reprinted one example 
on October 28—is no longer in Britain. 


_Thirty-three-year-old Bob Hitchcock (recall 
his letter in Peace News on September 16 
“Liven up peace ’?) has gone out to Northern 
Rhodesia to work in Lusaka on the Central 
African Post. 


He entered journalism as a freelance in 
Hong Kong after working there for the 
Government. His first experience as a staff 
man was on the Wakefield Times. 


During his period on the Yorkshire Gazette 
a neva jet at 600 ape Artes a lion’s den 
alone at a circus and lived like a t i 
Yorkshire doss-house. abil 


He had no formal apprenticeship. He has 
been a decp-sea_trawlerman, bricklanedda 
labourer, English tutor, dairy farm supervisor, 
book salesman and Palestine Policeman. 


MANUSCRIPTS WANTED 


ey ON WYNNE-TYSON, who joined 
' with J. G. Farmer in establish- 
ing The Centaur Press, a publishing venture, 
tells me that they want to consider manu- 
scripts and ideas which “might contribute 
something positive and worth- hile to current 
thought.” 


They could, of course, only undertake to 
publish works which might reasonably be 
expected to sell! This excludes poetry, most 
essays, most first novels, and all in-a-nutshell- 
panaceas-for-the-world’s-ills, and so on. 


However, if you have got the manuscript 
of a best-seller, send it with stamps for mM 
return to 9 St. Anne’s Close, London, N.6. 


It's time the peace movement had anothe 
“ Lay Down Your Arms,” which swept argued 
the world at the close of the last century and 
was translated, I believe, into 70 languages. 


EE 
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THE FUTURE OF WAR — 
PACIFISM 


"PSHE LISTENER has recently finished 
publishing a series of talks on the 
BBC Third Programme under the title of 


“War and Society.”* 


The talks were given by academic speakers, 
who tried to assess, from various standpoints, 
the place of war in the modern world. ‘Three 
of the talks dealt mainly with the effect of 
two world wars on social developments in this 
country, and | shall not discuss them here. 
The other four, however, raise issues of im- 
mediate importance to pacifists. 


The first speaker was Professor N. H. 
Gibbs, Chichele Professor of the History of 
War, Oxford, who made a plea for the study 
of military history, 

Only by studying the history can we 
understand the nature of war; and only by 
understanding the nature of war have we 
any hope of creating a society that will 
witness its abolition. 

A strong feeling that war is stupid and 
wrong has lcd people in Britain to neglect 
the study of war, and Professor Gibbs thinks 
this unfortunate. 

* 


There is some sense in this, but a pacifist 
has good reason to be uneasy at the tendency 
of the argument. 

The parallel Professor Gibbs draws between 
military studies and the study of crime and 
disease docsn’t work out quite as neatly as 
he implies. No good citizen ever thought of 
burglary as a “necessary evil.” Military 
historians do not usually regard war as a thing 
to be abolished. And Professor Gibbs repre- 
sents a trend in modern historical studies 
which is not much to the liking of pacifists. 
Thus, in his recent book MAN ON fis Past, 
Professor Butterfield permitted himself to 
wonder 

whether the neglect of military history and 

war does not have the effect of giving some 

people an anaemic and unreal idea of the 
deeper processes of mundane history. 

It looks as though our history professors 
are toning us up for a period of prolonged 
and bitter conflict. 

The shape that that conflict is likely to take 


*The Listener, October 6- November 17, 1955. 


George Maranz visits the 
cabaret on Montmartre where 


Paris poets 


fight men of war 


QNLY very few people in Paris have 
ever heard of the “ top-secret ” literary 
cabaret run by poets, artists and 
musicians for themselves on the very 
top of the famous Paris hill of 


Montmartre. 

There arc dozens of Cabarets on Montmartre 
but everything is different in the case of 
‘lAquadémie” (the spelling of the name 
included) founded on March 15, 1953 by 
Bernard Salmon and two friends of his. 

Every Montmartre Cabaret spends a fortune 
on publicity to get some clients —“l’Aqua- 
demie ” docs everything in its power to keep 
them out. 

Every Montmartre Cabaret starts with its show 
every day at midnight and keeps it going till 
2am. “L’Aquadémie™ meets only once a 
weck on Sundays at 6 p.m. and when the 
show starts nobody knows when it is going 
to end. ; 

Every Montmartre Cabaret plans its pro- 
gramme months ahead—‘ l’Aquadémiec” 
two minutes before the show starts when 
Bernard Salmon notes in the greatest hurry 
on a scrap of paper the names of those 
present wishing to perform without asking 
them, of course, what they will recite, play 
or sing, or how much time they will demand, 
The mere asking of such a question would 
impede the freedom of the acting poets and 
“VAquadémie" spells FREEDOM with 
capitals on its coat-of-arms. 

The main difference, however, between all 
other Cabarets and “l’Aquadémie” is that 
the Montmartre Cabarets try—and not 
always quite successfully—to amuse and 
“)'Aquadémie ” bites, scratches and hits at 
everything which is rotten in the State of 
France and quite in particular at everybody 
who still believes that there are any 
problems which might be solved by war. 


@ ON PAGE FIVE 


INDIAN OPINION 


Founded by Mahatma Gandhi 
in 1903 


For the moral, political and 
social advancement of Indians 
in South Africa 


Published Every Friday 
Thirty Shillings Annually 


APPLY 


The Manager 
Indian Opinion 


P. Bag, Phoenix, Natal, S. Africa 


By Geoffrey Carnaltl 


is sketched out by Mr. Martin Wight, in a 
talk on war and international politics. 

He classifics wars into those of gain, those 
of fear, and those of doctrine. The last 
motive has grown stronger in European 
wars since the French Revolution, and it has 
led to a blurring of the line between war and 
peace. 

Today, he says, it needs a mental effort to 
regard incidents like the shooting down of 
aircraft and the kidnapping of peaceable 
citizens as abnormal. War and revolutions 
are blended, and with the advent of nuclear 
weapons (reducing the likelihood of open war 
between the Great Powers) it is probable that 
“international conflict will take the form of 
revolutionary sub-war, of infiltration, guerrilla 
strife, terrorsm, and propaganda.” 


Professor P, M. S. Blackett comes, 
tentatively, to a similar conclusion. 


Future wars may follow the pattern of 


those in Korea, Indo-China, Malaya, and 
North Africa. 

Mr. Michael Howard, again, insists on the 
future importance of “indirect warfare.” 


This means stimulating internal disorder in 
“unfriendly states,” so that invasion, if 


very 


outbreak of thermonuclear war; but this is 
not so. On the contrary, at a time when 
military men talk coolly about operations in 
a future war—a war that could only be suicide 
for everyone—it is a relief to sce people 
seriously taking into account the consequences 
of the hydrogen bomb. 


Pacifists may disagree with the policies 
suggested or implied by the speakers in this 
scries of talks. But at Icast when they talk 
of the future of war, it is a future, and not 
a mushroom cloud. 

_What is the pacifist’s job in the future en- 
visaged by these talks ? 

Campaigns against the H-Bomb are not very 
relevant, but work for colonial freedom and 
mutual aid clearly become of the first im- 
portance, 

Mr. Howard points out that wars are likely 
to happen whenever there is a_ large-scale 
shift in the relative power of states. The 
growing independence of Asia and Africa, 
therefore, ‘“ foreshadows even more massive 
clashes of interests and ambitions during the 
coming centurics.” 

The military thinker is bound to see the 
problem in terms of evolving techniques 


it comes, will be an intervention to 
restore order. He points out that this 
method has been used in the past by 
Britain, using sea power to paralyse the 
enemy’s cconomy, and encouraging 
resistance movements on enemy 
territory, whether Dutch Protestants 
against Spain, French — Royalists 
against the Revolution, or, more 
recently, the partisan bands of 
Europe against the German occupa- 
tion. 
From this crude summary, it may 
look as though the writers mentioned 
have glibly ignored the dangers of an 


AFRICA 
NEEDS 
YOU 


Reginald Reynolds concludes his 
serics of articles about the “ Pioneers 
of the New Africa,” with a call for 
more young men and women who will 
blend their skill and knowledge, their 
spirit of peace and friendship, with that 
of the African peoples. 


TPHE object of this series has been to 
show that there are some very fine 
men and women who, in different ways, 
have been trying in our time to work 
against poverty, illiteracy, racial discrimi- 
nation, political frustration and the other 
evils which afflict most parts of Africa. 


I have not, I hope, conveyed the impression 
that all is well because of these “ pioneers.” 
On the contrary, in each case I havo tried to 
show the work of the individual or the group 
against the background of real and urgent 
problems. 


And I have done this primarily in order 
to inspire young pacifists with a realisation 
of the varicty of forms which useful service in 
Africa can take. 


For those who are themselves unable to con- 
sider service in Africa there is still a direct 
responsibility to help others, who are trying to 
create conditions essential to liberty, peace, 
harmony and happiness in a vast continent, 
where so many forces are working in the 
opposite direction. We can sec to it that their 
work is known and that they are remembered 
as individuals. We can, by writing to them, 
give great encouragement to people doing a 
diMicult—and often a very lonely—job of work. 
We can also help their work financially and 
persuade others to do so. 


PRACTICAL HELP 


Some of my “pioncers” have already 
received practical help and encouragement 
from readers of these articles—and this, in 
turn, has been a great encouragement to me 
in writing about the men and women whose 
work in Africa I most admired. I hope that 
the story will not end there. The spiritual and 
material needs of those who serve Africa will 
continue. Conditions, in some territories, are 
even becoming harder for the “ pioneer.” For 
the white man, particularly, if he is working 
against the general trend of ‘“ European” 
thought, or frustrated by a hostile government 
(determined to perpetuate white domination), 
the knowledge of our sympathy and friend- 
ship may be of inestimable value. 


We have also—those of us who are dis- 
qualified for any reason as potential “pioneers” 
in Africa—the responsibility to help others 
who may need advice, training or financial 
assistance in joining this “favoured few "— 
not favoured in the sense of economic or 
other privileges but in the sense of Shake- 
speare’s famous lines. For they are favoured 
only in the sense that they have the honour to 
be in the forefront of an unequal struggle. 
My hope is that we shall not dnly find replace- 
ments for those who die or are otherwise lost 
to the services of Africa, but that enough 
young men and women with the right attitude 


AND 


which will “contain” this power shift. It 1s 
the vocation of pacifists, on the other hand, 
to work for an all-round equality of living 
standards and diffusion of power which will 
enable a peaceful world order to be built up. 


In doing this, we shall be exposed to the 
accusation of being part of that “ internal dis 
order” which it is in the encmy’s interest to 
provoke. This, of course, is no novelty; but 
it could be damaging, because the traditional 
context of pacifism will have changed. It will 
be difficult to preserve the immediate moral 
appeal of “I renounce war” when that wel 
fare happens to be indirect. } 

To define pacifism as a faith that it 18 
always possible to deal with one’s fellow: 
men as fellow-men, and not as obstacles to. be 
cleared out of the way—this is proof against 
any changes in the technique of war, but may 
be criticised as a little dull. Those who 40 
think it dull may find George Fox more t0 
their taste: 


Be patterns, be examples in all countriés, 
places, islands, nations, wherever you 
come; that your carriage and life 
preach among all sorts of people, ke 
them; then you will come to walk chee 
fully over the world, answering that of God 
in everyone, 


These words should be enough to inspite 


and sustain pacifists whatever the future % 
war may be. . 


—- 


BUILDING TOGETHER IN AFRICA 
Working as equals, African and European check the plans for a new farm building a 


St. Faith’s, South 


will go out from Europe and America to 
increase and expand the sort of work I have 
described. Whether we use the word or not 
(and many do not care for it) all such people 
wifl be, or ought to be, missionaries in the best 
sense of the word, That is to say, they will 
be ambassadors from the white world to the 
cople who have suffered so much at our 
ands; and they will bring with them not 
only skill or knowledge but the spirit of peace 
and goodwill. 


WITHOUT INCENTIVE 


In my collection of “pioneers” only one 
—Michael Scott—is internationally known, 
though I could have added Father Huddleston 
and would certainly have done so had I known 
him better. Most have done a difficult job 
without the incentive which comes from a vast 
and appreciative audience. They have applied 
themselves to limited objectives in limited 
ficlds. Some have devoted themselves to educa- 
tion (including the “ fundamental education” 
nurtured by Alec Dickson in the Cameroons), 
some to African housing, some to community 
development, some to politics, some to the 
care of infants whose mothers have to be wage- 
earners, some to the problems of physical 
health, and at least one to agriculture. And 
in every case, as I have continually emphasised, 
faith, love, humility and infinite patience have 
been the common characteristics. 


I could name many other individuals— 
and even fields of service which I have not 
discussed in previous articles. One such ficld 
is that which was explored by George 
Shepherd (an American) and John Stonehouse 
(an Englishman) when they helped the African 
farmers of Uganda to work on co-operative 
lines, Indeed, much could be said about co- 
Operative marketing and production and the 
progress made by Africans—especially in the 
famous KNCU, an African co-operative union 
which produces three-fifths of the Arabian 
coffee grown in Tanganyika. Here, too, certain 
Europeans have greatly helped ; and Europeans 
will probably be wanted, for many years to 
come, to help in building similar enterprises 
—if people can be found who combine the 
necessary knowledge with the right attitude. 


A GREAT NEED 


Again, there is the great necd for doctors 
and nurses, In BEWARE OF AFRICANS I wrote 
of such people—notably of that really great 
man, Dr. Norman Feldman, a Jewish doctor of 
Johannesburg who died young in the selfless 
service of Africans. When a man like that 
dies one wonders who will take his plice 
—or try to. 


Then there are people like Mrs. Coleman, of 
Bulawayo, who cultivates a new spirit in 
Southern Rhodesia through inter-racial drama ; 
and others, like the Rev. A. W. Blaxall, who 


tern, Rhodesia. 


have run inter-racial work camps, even in the 
Union of South Africa. Or a whole book 
could—and should—be written about Arthut 
Shearly Cripps, a poet and prophet who lives 
in great poverty (of his own choosing) amom 
Africans in Southern Rhodesia, where he dle 
only a few years ago. When he was nearly 
eighty he would tramp eighty miles, in shoe 
patched with tin, to tell Bishops or Governo!s 
just when and why they were wrong. And they 
had to listen—he was that kind of man. 


Alick Nkhata, or : 
Tanganyika Chief, Kidaha. But Lam con 
cerned here with what white people of g00 
will have to offer. 


GANDHI’S WAY 

For pacifists this individual approach Of} 
even better, where possible—the approach id 
a small group of dedicated individuals shoU 
have a special appeal. Our contribution st 
surely, by its very nature, one that is be 
made through personal example. We shou 
try to leaven the society in which we live; 4 
Africa is part of that society, needing m 
leavening than most parts on account 0 
many evils from which it suffers. 


People often tell me that Gandhi’s way 
which was direct, simple and : 
““wouldn'’t work” in the West. 


suggest that the real reason is not the differeny- 
in social structure, but our lack of a Gangn’ 
or a Vinoba. The social structures in Airica 
for there are many—differ from those 
India and also from those of Europe; but 
still suggest that the way is sound enough 
the men and women can be found. Probléy 
of precise technique are subsidiary to ox’ 
Gandhi experimented long and died still 
perimenting. Vinoba spent a lifetime in prey 
and meditation before, as an old mat 
began to work social miracles. 


We are all humble enough to admit t 
are not equal to such tasks or to the pe, 
who have undertaken them. It is 80 €49¥) 1, 
overlook the fact that real humility 18 Moy) 
to making an effort. Gandhi, Vinoba, aot A 
my “pioneers” would never have me 
start if they had been “ humble” in {ne andbi 
“You should not flatter yourself, man, 
once replied to the excuse of a yOUNZ © of 
“by calling yourself an awful fool jit 
course he was a fool. So are most of 
it is a poor sop to a bad conscience. 
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From the Mayor of Hiroshima 
if TAKE pleasure in sending you together 
with our most cordial greetings the full 
text of the Peace Declaration read (on August 
6) by myself before our Memorial Cenotaph 
on the occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of 
the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima, Japan. 
At the time when the threat of the nuclear 
energy uscd for destructive purposes is making 
itself felt more and more critical to the 
existence of mankind, we hope that our appeal 
embodied herein will still find wider and fuller 
support and endorsement among the peace- 
loving people of the world. 
TADAO WATANABE, Mayor of Hiroshima. 
City of Hiroshima, Japan. 


The message reads: 

Today, as we observe the tenth anniversary 
day of the destruction of Hiroshima by the 
atomic bombing, we pray solemnly for the 


: Old tradition 


er @ FROM PAGE THREE 
With this general tendency of its show 
l’Aquadémie” gocs right back to the very 
tradition of Montmartre which was trans- 
formed from a small village at the outskirts 
of Paris into the European Capital of arts 
when Emil Goudeau and 75 other artists 
met on October 11, 1878 and decided to 
found the Society of Hydropathes with the 
only aim to meet once a week and to recite 
to each other the newest poems of ones 
Creation, to play to each other the newest 
Compositions, to sing to each other the 
newest songs. 
small Bar on Montmartre was chosen as the 
place of the weekly meeting and as the 
artists of Paris are anarchists and pacifists 
y their very nature, the political tendency 
of these literary gatherings was set in 
advance. 

Soon, however, the leisured class of Paris 
learned about the 
Meetings and the 
high literary 
quality of the 
Performance, and 
when the first out- 
Siders arrived the 
atkeeper smelled 
Bold and bank- 
notes in _ their 
Pockets. They 
Were more inter- 
esting for him 
than the penniless 


fom Y 
With his 


artists. 
help the number of the outsiders began to 
grow and the number of real artists to 
decline. Only the worst ones stayed and to 


to keep them for the amusement of his 
public the barkecper trebled his prices and 
paid them small tips out of the fortune 
earned. The Hydropathes were dead and 
the first expensive Montmartre Cabarct 
established on their tomb... 

And in-order not to share the sad plight of 
the Hydropathes, whom he decided to 
tooo’ Bernard Salmon trics his best to 
ihe’ a for the amusement of _ his 
sah ar of Tire-Bouchon — the Cork- 

reéw—is so small that even the artists who 
gather there on Sundays find hardly places 
to sit. There is, of course, no entrance fec 
and the prices of the drinks are as low as 
the quality of the poems, songs and music 
are high. Professional artists mix frecly 
with the amateurs of arts, with the spare- 
lime poets, with the could-be comedians of 
great talent forced by circumstances and by 
life to exercise quite different professions. 

And the great success of the retired Jawyer 
ut very active poct, Jules Bérnard, whose 

famous biting song “et c'est Ipeuple qui 

Nourrit tout ca!” only proves that real art 


is sometimes far too serious a business to 
be done by artists only. ... 
aS 
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Friday, December 2 D 
BUCKHURST HILL: 8 p.m; Buckburst 
Hit Cong. Ch., Palmerston Rd. Rev, Claude 


clman, M.A. B.Litt., snd Rev. Harold E. 
Mnson, B.D., ‘Ia It Peace?” FoR. 


WALTHAMSTOW: 7.45. p.m; Conway 
Han High St. Rev. R. Waters. Film, * Child- 


4 , 
PL Of Hiroshima.” Walthamstow and District} 1) > Send notices to arrive not later than 
tc Council. Monday morning. Saturday, December 10 
2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place CROSBY, LIVERPOOL: 
Saturday, December 3 (hall, street); nature of event; speakers.) Crosby. Bring and Buy stall. 
y organisers (and secretary’s address)—preferably| PpU. 
LONDON, N.51 Steenoven Io., Aberdeen] in that order and style. 
2.15 p.m, Mass ; a HASTINGS : 


., Highbury. Peace Day. | 
hig D.m. Lunch (2s. 6d. a head) : 3-6 p.m. 
ting ana Buy Sale. 4 p.m. Public Mtg 
ppelred by the Religion Commission of the 
ee Rev, J. C. Hedley Thatcher, ** Chris- 
taniiy and World “Peace.” 5 p.m. Tea: 

Dm, Recital of Recorded Music ; 


Rd., Nr. 


7.30 p.m. 


As this is a free service, 
right to select for publication notices pent in. 
We nevertheless desire to make ft as complete 
a service as we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge organisers of events to : 


Sunday, December 4 


CARSHALTON BEECHES: 3 p.m.; 17 Hill 
statian and buses, 
(international Help for Children), Surrey Area, 


LETTERS 


repose of the souls that departed in the catas- 
trophe, and once again make our appeal to the 
world with our earnest desire and determina- 
tion for world peace, as our bitter experiences 
have urged us to do from time to time. 

Six thousand citizens are still suffering from 
physical disturbances incurred by the bomb. 
Pressed by the hardships of livelihood, they 
are unable to find access to proper medical 
treatment. Possible development of radiation- 
caused diseases is spreading fear among the 
ninety-eight thousand survivors of the bomb. 
We ‘point out with special emphasis that 
atomic bombs, by dint of their radiations, are 
capable of disintegrating any sound human 
society from within. 

We are not shuddering in exaggerated and 
unfounded fear. We cannot remain impassive 
to any lack of concern in this disaster on the 
part of the people of the world if such in- 
difference be rooted in the feeling of an 
occurrence that took place at a tiny spot on 
earth. We hold it as our great duty to tell 
these facts to the people of the world and urge 
them, until the time when a true world peace 
will have been firmly planted, to see that there 
will be No More Hirosuimas! 


The neutral strip idea 


E should like to address ourselves through 

the medium of your columns to your 
reader-pacifists with a germ of an idea—to 
communicate it and submit it to the test of 
pacifist reaction. The idea stems from the UN 
Truce Commission's proposai to establish a 
neutral strip between Egypt and Israel, to be 
patrolled by UN personnel, as a means of 
pacifying the arca. 

The idea in brief is that the task of patrol- 
ling such a neutral strip be given to a specially 
formed army of pacifist satyagrahi. The 
responsibilities of such an“ army ” would in 
the first instance be to minimise the possibility 
of overt violence between the two sides by (a) 
occupying the neutral strip; (b) by offering 
themselves bodily as a human barrier to the 
aggressive forces of either side that may cross 
into the neutral strip, using no arms and only 
the method of satyagraha or non-violent 
resistance, and (c) by acting as reliable 
reporters to the UN and the world, as to 
where, when and by whom peace Is violated. 
However, this is an essentially negative 
function, to defend the peace. This Army of 
Peace should go beyond this if it is to be 
really effective, it should perform a positive 
and constructive function _ while stationed 
between the two sides. It could work the fields 
in the strip and/or sect up workshops to help 
the needy on either side. It could be staffed 
by people who in addition to pacifist convic- 
tions would have some technical knowhow that 
could contribute towards the welfare of the 
neighbouring peoples. In short it should be 
an “Army of Life.” 

Such an “ Army of Life” could serve many 
arcas or functions other than those referred 
to above. It might channel the readincss of 
youth heretofore to serve their country heroic- 
ally in war into a new and peaceful but 
equally heroic and .dramatic enterprise—the 
defence of peace and the furthering of the well- 
being of mankind. : 

What do pacifists think of forming such an 
“Army? If it is a good idea, who’ should 
be members of it? Who should organise it? 
What functions and areas should it serve? 

Please give this idea your thoughtful and 
considered attention and then express your 
reaction through your respective pacifist 
organisations. *TWO PACIFISTS.” 

Montreal, Canada. 


Political parties, which? 


a R, O'HANLON'S letter (PN, November 
" 25), and those like it, must sound attrac- 
tive to Labour Party pacifists. 


TARY 


we reserve the 


LONDON, W.C.1;: 
pard Io., 


Dell,” Crowhurst 


music, games. PPU, 


John Barclay 


7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
6 Endsleigh St. 
“Non-Violence and Christianity." PYAG 


Friday, December 9 


LONDON, N.W.13 7.30 p.m.; Friends Ho., 
Euston Rd. Christmas Carol concert, given by 
the London Internationa! Choir. 
Proceeds shared by the Choir and Peace News. 


5,.45-9.30  p.m.; 
Lane, 
party, with Kenneth and Mary Wray. 


Sunday, December It 


But before leaving the Labour Party and 
marching off with banners flying to found the 
New Jerusalem, minority version, let us look 
at some facts. 

At the last election Sir Richard Acland, 
defending his seat with all his personal 
popularity and with a concentration of help 
from all over the country which could not be 
repeated for a lesser candidate, just saved his 
deposit. A Conservative had been elected for 
what had been a Labour seat. The next highest 
pacifist vote was, I think, under 2,000. 


Who will finance the new Fellowship Party? 
It costs about £500 to contest a seat effectively, 
plus the cost Of organisaiion beiween clections. 

Suppose we set as a target for votes Dick 
Sheppard’s million. That will mean contesting 
500 seats at least to have any chance and will 
cost £60,000 or more in forfeited deposits and 
£250,000 in election expenses. 

In which seats does the Fellowship Party 
think it has the chance of polling even 5,000 
votes? 

The state of opinion in the country is such 
that pacifism is not a practical party platform. 
The comparison with the Tabor Party is 
absurd. When the Labour Party was founded 
it had nearly 400,000 members, and within two 
years this had risen to nearly a million. 

The pacifist, therefore, must work to con- 
vince people. Here is the crucial question: Is 
membership of what will inevitably be 
regarded as a crackpot party the best way of 
doing that? 

The implication of Mr. O’Hanlon’s letter is 
that the pacifist MPs within the Labour Party 
should give up their parliamentary seats with 
all its attendant advantages and available 
platforms. Thus there would be no MPs in 
Parliament. This cure for the non-pacifism of 
the Labour Party is like cutting off one’s head 
to cure a headache, 

No, pacifism is a matter for the individual. 
Jesus likened the Kingdom of Heaven to 
leaven in the dough, but he didn’t invite us 
to be the bakers as well, 


MICHAEL BAILEY. 
Wokingham, Berks. 


That letter-writing panel 


} EADERS of Peace News may recall that 
‘1 have previously raised the matter of 
letter writing, both in Peace News and at the 
Peace Pledge Union's Annual General Mecting. 

Briefly my idea was that in the absence of 
individual writers who spontaneously under- 
take this work, there should be organised a 
panel of writers who would support each other. 

Unfortunately my suggestion was not 
adopted, neither have the circumstances 
changed which prompted me to make the 
proposal. 

To me it appears a sad fact that to the 
majority of pacifists, pacifism implies nothing 
more than opposition to the call-up, with per- 
haps an occasional attendance at a Quarterly 
or Yearly meeting. 

If we refuse to combat evil with the con- 
ventional method of war and violence, .and 
if at the same time we remain silent and with- 
hold our counsel, how can we refute the 
charge that as a whole we are a set of spineless 
and shiftless reactionaries, who leave all the 
dirty work to others. 

I give the figures which follow to suggest 
that what I can do others can do. 

My 1955 record to date of letters to the 
press on pacifism is letters taking up 119 
inches of column to a paper with a circulation 
of 30,000. ‘To a paper with a circulation of 
47,000 three letters taking up 21 inches of 
column, and to a paper with a circulation of 
10,000 I have sent 14 letters and had 205 
inches of column. All this adds up to 110 
miles of potential reading matter. 


W. E. BRAY. 
20 Westfield Ave, 
Oakes, Huddersfield. 


Stuart Morris, 
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All welcome. MEETINGS 


KINGS WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH, Duke 
“Reason for our 
Hope,” Sunday, 6.30 p.m.; Rev. John Huxtable, 
M.A. 
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** Tinkers 
Christmas 
Talk, 
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The last straw! 


NATIONS and Actors hold the stage for a 
day and retire to the wings. Memories 


of what was, or what might have been are 
tempered by the use we made of opportunities. 
To retire and watch others succeed where we 
failed is bitter ; hence our difficulty in retreat- 
ing from the position of a first-class power 
with dignity. 


The remark by a British Foreign Office 


official—broadcast in “The News” (Home)— 
that a speech by Russia’s Prime Minister was 
“thoroughly hypocritical” shows our resource- 


fulness in the use of anonymity when frus- 
trated by those who can afford to ignore us. 


Obviously Messrs. Bulganin and Krushchev 


are not visiting India to mourn our departure, 


though common courtesy demands a word in 
praise of its former rulers who, after a century, 


left the country in such a fertile condition for 


their propaganda. 

William Pickles in ‘The World and Our- 
sclves” (Home), was more diplomatic when 
speaking of the two Russian leaders as “ look- 
ing like cats that have spotted yet more 


cream.” His conclusion “ 
RADIO 


think they hope to prove by 


deeds in Asia and_ the 

Middle East that Com- by 
munism has more ito offer 

than any other system” Joseph 
forecasts possibilities of 


F e 
in under- leming 


developed countries (anything you can do I 
can do better), which Mr. Nehru would be 
very foolish not to encourage. 


_ Are we about to witness the first step in the 
industrial change-over from war to peace? 


* 

According to ‘Today in Parliament” 
(Home), all the members of the House of 
Lords who spoke on the subject of rabbits, 
agreed they were a_ pest, and should be 
annihilated. We confess we love the littid 
beggars (the rabbits), and are not convinced 
the country-side looks better for their absence, 
even though one noble Lord pointed out 
“there were more wild flowers.” We were not 
even persuaded their ravaging of young wheat 
was too high a price to pay for them until we 
heard of the experiments being conducted by 
the Civil Defence Department of the Bedford- 
shire County Council. 


Believe it or not, an idea, originating from 
Councillor Wade-Gery has solved the problem 
of shelters for future bombing attacks. The 
Bedfordshire authority have erected a proto- 
type straw-bale shelter which is undergoing 
thorough tests into such risks as fire and in- 
festation, It is considered that the straw 
shelters might be used to house people left 
homeless by bombing, and those fleeing to the 
country from large towns. “So you sce,” we 
said to Aunt, “if rabbits eat young wheat, 
there is Jess straw; and less straw means less 
shelters. Therefore, rabbits are  fifth- 
columnists.” 


‘Never mind about the fifth” she replied, 
do you mean it is going to be sabotage to 


shout ‘rabbits’ on the first day of the 
month?” 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday Dec. 4th 
King’s Weigh House Church, Binney St., W.1. 
(Near Bond Se. Tube) 
Discourse by 


Dr. A. D. BELDEN World Religion and War 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


LITERATURE 


BOOKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION are 
available from Housmana Bookshop,  Profita 
on apices pele Peace News. Why not order all 

ooks from Vt 
pe eG ousmans, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


QUAKERISM. Information and Iter 
respecting the Faith and Practice of rhe Relle 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends" House, Buston Rd., London. , 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW, The onl 
best informed, TU newspaper. Trade inion 
and political news; Railway problems and 


Lueeeneereesenssenesnees, 
temeenseeucoeeecesaagns 
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Address 


Monday morning 


"Ort religious service. 
SHEFFIELD : 3 p.m.; Button Lane Friends. 
Ppristmas Fair and Bring and Buy. Adm, 34d. 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO 
NEW READERS 


You can give PEACE NEWS 

nine weeks postal trial for 

4s. 6d. only (US. Office 13 
weeks for $1). 


Please send PEACE NEWS for...... 
to the name and address below. 


UE enclose £....sceeereoeees 


eer ercccacesreessssrvowesseessrseessseees 


STANDARD RATES: 
HOME EDITION (G.B. and overseas) 
1 year 21s,, 24 weeks 1@s., 12 weeks 5s. 
Or order from your newsagent, 
U.S. AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
1 yeat $4, 6 months $2. 
PEACE NEWS 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


1308, or 
rattle St., Cambridge 38, Mass.USA 


PPU 


CLAPHAM COMMON: 3 p.m.; Speakers 
Ground, S. Sapsed, G, Onion, J. Lyne. PPU, 


ELTHAM: 11 a.m.; Eltham Green Methodist 
Ch. Westhorne Ave. — Service conducted and 
sermon (Our need for Love) by Ronald 
Mallone, B.A. 


FINCHLEY 1 6.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 


Nether St. Horace B. Pointing, “ Bridges in 
the Homeland.” SoF. 
LONDON, W.11 3.30 p.m.) Kings Weigh 


House Church, Binney St. (Nr. Bond St, Stn.) 
Pacifist Universalist Service. Discourse by Dr. 
A, D, Belden, '* World Religion and War." 
PPU Religion Commission, 

‘ADING1 7.45 p.m: St. Andrews Ch, 
Hatt, London Rd. (next Royal Berks Hospital). 
Leslie A. Smith, Friends Race Relations Com- 
mitice, ‘ Race Relations and You. St. 
St. Andrew's Fellowship. 


Monday, December 5 


BERMONDSEY ! 7.30 p.m; Salter Ho., 
63 Southwark Pk. Rd., S.E.16. Film; * Child- 
ren of Hiroshima."’ Adm. free, PPU. 


Tuesday, December 6 


ND: 8 p.m. Vernon Hall, Vernon 
Ra canneheett Chester Mattin, Writing for 


the Press." PPU. 
Wednesday, December 7 


4 + iends Mtg. 
LEIGH-ON-SEA? 8 p.m; Prien ‘ 
Ho., Dundonald Drive. Ayana ae Angadi, 


B.A., ‘' India’s role in Asia. 
Friends Mtg. Ho., 


LONDON, N21 1 8 p.m. Fric g. Ho. 
Church Hill, Janet Rees, China Nietucade 
(Recent Quaker mission China). 

Peace Committee. 


Thursday, December = 


- Friends Mta. Ho., 
LEYTONSTONE 1 8 p.m; Fri 
Bush Rd. Florence Salmon, Work Among 


Cripples,"” PPU. 


BURNT ASH: 1f a.m.; Burnt Ash Metho- 
dist Ch, Parade service conducted and sermon 
(Soldiers of Christ) by Ronald Mallone, B.A. 


Wednesday, December 14 


BELFAST: 8 p.m.; Friends’ Institute, 
Frederick St. Dorothy M. Turtle, ‘‘ The Case 
for the Abolition of Capital Punishment.” FoR. 


MANCHESTER : 2,30 p.m.; Council Cham- 


ber, Holdsworth Hall, Deansgate. CO Tri- 
bunal. 
Thursday, December 15 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mig. 


a Rd. Grace Dunsmore, ‘* My Africa.” 


LONDON, W.C.11 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Tony Gibson, *‘ The 
Problem of a Rational Upbringing.” Pacifist 
Youth Action Group, 


Every week ! 


HYDE Pare DAY: ; 


Action Group. Every Sunday. 
TUESDAYS 
Se ESTER’ 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Bitz 
a hristian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others, MPF 
THURSDAYS 
fee cok ieaT? ! 8 p.m. ; Friends Mig. Ho., 
LONDON ye fae: Group PPU. 
» WC. 115-1. 2.5 
of St. pGeorze the Marie AG PSE Weekly 
unch-hour Service of Intercession for World 


Peace. Conduct 
different denamusatinns clergy and laymen of 


Pacifist Youth 
PYAG. 


ager 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
Action Group, sleigh St, Pacifist Youth 


CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk, N.S. 

AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


—— 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


HANDWOVEN SKIRTS: Fairwarp skirts 
in gay colours and handwoven tweed skirts 
made to measure from 79s, Send for 
particulars to Fairwarp Weavers, High Halden, 
Ashford, Kent, 

HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. Plain 

6d 


postcards, 28, . $00: white envelopes 
6 « 34, 188. 6d. 1,000 box; manilla, 128. 6d., 
1,00@ box; white bank papcr, 10 x 8 in. 


7s. 6d. 500 sheets. Newswrappers, 10 x § In., 
17s, @d, 1,000, 2s, 100; plain economy labels, 
44 x 3] in., 136. 6d. 1,000, Is. 6d. 100. All 
post free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., 
from 6d. each, (Postage extra.) All profits to 
Peace News. Write or call, 3 Blackstock Rd., 

SWAN KETTLES, at pre-budaet prices these 
catry now 30 per cent tax. Chrome 1,500 
Watts, 76s.; Chrome 1,000 Watts, 74s.; Polished 
aluminium 1,000 Watts, 55s. 6d.; Cream and 
green enamel 1,000 Watts, 58s.; Brown enamel 
1,000 Watts, 56s.; Brown enamel 1,000 Watts, 
54s.; Morphy Richards auto-toasters save 30 
per cent: Chrome, £5 58.; Bronze, £4 198. 6d. 
(225 to 235 volts only). Morphy Richards Irons, 
Electric irons save 30 per cent. Chrome 
“senior,” 4$s.; Chrome “Atlantic Lightweight,” 
45s, (AC only) 225/250 volts. All goods post 
free, Wallace Electrical Services, The Green, 
Wonersh, Guildford, Surrey. Bramley 2380. 

WANTED: Bart de Liat ‘ Conquest of 
Violence " for young pacifists. Gifts or offers 
welcomed. Housmans Bookshop, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4. 


HOLIDAYS 


BUXTON. Westminster Vegetarian Guest 
House, Broad Walk. Friendly comfort. Home 
baking. Good district walking and touring. 
Tel. 929. Janet and James Joyce. 


working conditions featured in ev 
Every Friday, 12 pages, price 3d. oie 
and jolly~~$ —————~___ 
PERSONAL 
AUBREY BROCKLEHURST jualifi 
watchmaker, offera wide selection nes 
watches with genuine guarantees. Enquiries 
welcomed: articles sent on appro, All types 
of watch, clock, and jewellery repairs. Old 


gold or silver purehased, 6 End: 
London, W.C.1, Tel: EUSton sso oS 


“ELIJAH COMING Before Christ,” wender- 


ful book free. Megidd 
Rochester 19, N.Y. ee ageer AEE 


GENT, 58, invites correspondence with lad 
Interests : Christian social questions. Write a3 
South St., Oakenshaw, Bradford, 


THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FBLLOWSHIP 
invites your support. For details of member- 
ship write: Rev. Leslie Woranip, 63 Lowgh- 
horough Rd., Quorn, Leicester. 


WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
rib hes Please send to WRI, Lansbury 

louse, §8 Park Ave., Bush Hill Par 
Middlesex. at y+ ool 

YOURS FOR LIFE, A pension arranged b 
W. A, and A. F, Coppin, 4 W: 
Rochford, Essex, cee adda 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


PEACE WORK is available for al! votun- 
teers at Peace News office. Daytime and every 
Wednesday evening we shall be grateful for 
help. Write, phone or just drop in to Peace 
News (STAmford Hill 2262), 3 Blackstock Rd 
dabaied Was & Cook, stationera), Finsbury 

ark, N.4. 


RESIDENT POST offered mid-Decembe: 
elderly lady, Kensington flat. Light domettic 
duties, reading, occasional cooking, ample free 
time. Western 0515 after 6. Box 676. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


MABEL EYLES Duplicating Serv! 
Hornsey Road, N.19. (ARC. 1768). ne 


TO SPEND CHRISTMAS IN GAOL 


PEACE 


Page Six 


‘s] cannot betray peace” 


tw FROM PAGE ONE 


Mr. F. S. Vaughan, prosecuting for the 
Oxford Employment Exchange told the court 
Noon had set out his objection to military 
service and to carrying out the work the tribunal 
ordered. “He has repeatedly stood by his 
principles.” 

When asked by the Chairman (Sir Carleton 
Allan, QC) if it was not a fact that a good 
many Quakers had accepted the conditions of 
exemption and done alternative service, Noon 
replied: “ The majority of young Friends had 
accepted the conditions of exemption and done 
military service. But a minority did not 
choose to do so.” 

Announcing the sentence, Sir Carleton said: 
“Tt is very painful to have to impose a sentence 
of imprisonment in a case like this because 
we have no doubt of the sincerity of your 
convictions, but that is a matter for you. We 
must uphold the provisions of the Act of 
Parliament.” 

The magistrates, he said, were satisfied that 
Noon had no reasonable excuse for not obey- 
ing the tribunal’s order. 


italian objector faces 
second sentence 
JARANCO RIZZO, 22-year-old Italian 


conscientious objector from Turin, 
condemned to a period of prison, has pre- 


sented, in the interval before being sum- 


Invitation to Germany 


IHE International Peace Centre (das 

Freundschaftsheim) at Bueckeburg, North 
Germany, invites a contingent from Great 
Britain to enjoy a weck’s Christmas holiday 
with folk from other lands, taking the chance 
to confer together on problems of peace- 
making. 

The programme will include a Christmas 
service in the 13th century village church of 
Petzen, excursions to a neighbouring Schloss, 
tls Teutoberg hills and elsewhere, with enter- 
tainment in local homes as well as in the 
Centre itself. Pastor Wilhelm Mensching, 
founder of the Freundschaftsheim, and _ lec- 
turers from other lands, will! lead the discus- 
sions, which will be conducted in English and 
German. 

The charge for the weck at the Centre is £5. 

The return fare from London is £10 2s. 6d. 
A party will leave Victoria station at 12.30 

.m, on Wed., Dec. 21, and arrive in Buecke- 

urg at 8.15 a.m. the next day. 

The return party will arrive in London at 
3 p.m. on Dec. 30, 

Passports are necessary (no visas) and can 
be obtained in a few days from the Passport 
office, 11 Petty France, S.W.1. They cost £1. 

Guests are asked to bring with them songs 
or musical instruments. Also, when possible, 


Christmas dainties to add to the cheer, and a 
little present for a child under 10. 

Enrolments and enquiries should be sent as 
soon as possible to Aubrey Brocklehurst, 77 
Brent Way, Finchley, London, N.3. 


NC: 


4s aoe 


Save money with 
interest 


3s / 


As from (st January next. 


FREE OF 
INCOME TAX 


Current Rate three per cent Pree of Tax. 


ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


Prompt and easy withdrawals. 


The Soclety’s free “GUIDE FOR 
INVESTORS” gladly sent on ‘request 


Head office: 20, Bride Lane, 
London, E.C.4. 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, /s 
the basis, of the Peace Piedge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., 
Peace News Lid. 
Goodwin Press (T.U.), 135 Fonihill Rd., 


London, _N.4, by 
Printed by Fish & Cook Ltd., The 
London, N.4. 


moned for a new trial, a ‘“ memorandum ” 

of appeal against the sentence. 

The following is an extract from his state- 
ment, released by the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national: 

“J have accurately investigated these many 
years the Christian Doctrine to find out 
whether it was possible to reconcile my faith 
with mililary service. My conclusions are: 
1.1 am quite forbidden to kill my fellow-men, 

friends or foes, and to use violence against 

them. | am to love everybody. 

2. Life has been granted me by God ; and [Lam 
not permiited to endanger it in order to sup- 
port human insti(utions and nations, or for 
any purpose not implying service to God or 
to Christian, humanitarian, causes, 


Christianity a peace organisation 


3.1 um not allowed to identify myself with the 
plans and aims of any nation, nor to perform 
services not agrecing with the universal 
character of Christianity, or fostering divi- 
sions and disruption among Christians, 

4.1 cannot betray the message of conciliation 

and peace entrusted me, by tuking part in 
conflicts, or undergoing a training (o this 
purpose, 

. 1 must not oppose evil to evil, nor violence 

to violence, but rather conquer evil with 
good. 

“Owing to this felt incompatibility of 
military service with my Christian conscience, 

I feel the duty to abstain from it and from any 

service connected with it, or any action 

directed to inflict sufferings and destruction on 
mankind, cven though this refusal may be 
imputed to me as a crime, 

“The Italian Constitution ‘acknowledges 
and warrants man’s inalienable rights’ of 
which foremost is that of conscience; and 
‘freely to profess one’s religious faith, in any 
form’; recognising by this the right of indi- 
vidual conscience. It also repudiates war in 
some cases ; and states that the State promotes 
international organisations whose aim is to 
foster peace among nations—for which Chris- 
tianity is surely prominently onc. 

“ Unfortunaicly, the State is more ready 
to enforce its citizens’ dutics than to protect 
their rights, 

“Of its Authority I only ask that they 
should respect my right to live according to 
Christian principles and my duties towards 
God ; abstaining from coercive force to induce 
me to shift these superior obligations; while, 
on my part, I engage myself to second all its 
initiatives and activities directed towards the 
welfare of human kind. 

“May the day in which ‘Peace on Earth, 
good-will to men" becomes a reality, dawn in 
our times.” 


un 


NEWS 


Dee. 2, 1955 


COMPETITION IN DEATH | 


The current emphasis on the atomic stalemate suggests that it is here to stay. 
Russia's latest hydrogen bomb underlines the fact that the deadlock may be broken any 
day, by one side discovering some new offensive or defensive weapon able to deliver a 
. .. The swift American decision to hold new tests in the spring is 
not a propaganda riposte but a sober and realistic recognition of the nature of the power 


knock-out blow. 


struggle that still continues.” 


WO say that the Russian H-bomb is the 

inevitable result of a nuclear arms 
race is not to whitewash the Kremlin, 
though that accusation will, undoubtedly, 
be levelled at those who argue in this 
way. 

Pacifists, and others who may contend that 
Russia is only doing what we ourselves would 
have done; that Russia did not make the first 
atom bomb, nor the first hydrogen bomb ; that 
Russia has been catching up in exactly the 
same way as the West would have done in 
similar circumstances, will be accused of hav- 
ing  pro-Communist tendencies, of being 
“ fellow-travellers ”—or, perhaps, worse! 


Yet, it remains true that both sides are 
following, in their own way, the same line 
simply because they accept basically the same 
policy and the same methods. 


They both believe in the final arbitrament 
of war, for if this were not so, then plainly, 
they would not, and could not, take the appal- 
ling risks involved by these perilous tests, and 
by the stock-piling of these abominable and 
monstrous weapons. 

The Daily Telegraph leader-writer is unable 
to make up his mind, apparently, as to 
whether the discovery which might put one 
side ahead of the other, and enable that side 
to deliver a ‘knock-out blow,” is offensive 
or defensive. 

What he means, it is to be assumed, is that 
if such a discovery is used by the West it 
will be defensive, if by the East, offensive. 
And Russia, of course, will say, indeed is 
already saying, precisely the same thing. 

Russia’s reasons for making and testing a 
hydrogen bomb, given in a very truculent 
manner by Mr. Krushchev in speeches in 
India, read as though he had borrowed his 
remarks from some of the Western statesmen, 
for he puts forward the same arguments. 

If, in fact, the stalemate in nuclear 
weapons is the one barrier which stands 
between the human race and extermination, 
then the barrier must be kept in position, and 
the stalemate must be preserved. No one side 
must get ahead of the other, 

This is precisely the outcome of the dead- 
lock at Geneva; it is the reason given for 


Lay foundations 


to Communist countries which seem to me to 
be raised anew by the stand taken by Molotov 
at Geneva. 

The tours or missions of pacifist representa- 
tives, unlike exchanges between professional 
and technical people on professional and tech- 
nical matter, constitute a special case, It is felt 
that they may make a distinctive and important 
contribution, and a prima facie case can surely 
be made for establishing contacts among 
people of another country, including fellow- 
religionists from whom we have been long 
separated, for assuring these people of our 
good-will, and so on. 

But these journcys have a political character 
and implications, Political questions therefore 
need to be posed, The reports made about such 
tours need also to be submitted to political 
analysis. 

If Soviet policy is what Molotov expounded, 
and the evidence is that this is indecd the case, 
then the relaxation which has taken place with 
respect to travel in Russia and related measures 
does not signify that the Russiah regime is in 
some decisive or even substantial measure 
becoming democratic and the steps which 
appear to move in the direction of democracy 
and away from totalitarianism are taken 
because they are considered advantageous in 
the power struggle with the US and its allies, 
contributing to the weakening of the Western 
alliance, and so on. 


No deceit in peace 


Under this circumstance, if reports are made 
about “conditions” in the Soviet Union, how 
it has been possible to talk quite freely with 
Russians of all sorts and how they want peace 
—and I do not, of course, question the veracity 
of such statements—these reports will be 
scriouly misleading if they do not include 
adequate reference to basic facts about the 
character of the Soviet regime and the purpose 
of the purportedly democratic measures as set 
forth by Molotov at Geneva and born out by 
Soviet behaviour. 


It will not do to say, as is unfortunately 
sometimes done, that peace will not be 
promoted by telling “ bad things” and that one 
should give as “ good” an impression as pos- 
sible of the situation. 

What can there be “good” about untruth 
or half truth, and how can peace, which surely 
cannot be built on unrighteousness, be 
advanced by the slurring over of rclevant facts? 


It follows also, it seems to me, that pacifists 
and pacifist organisations are obliged to con- 
sider seriously whether they are helping to 
confer respectability upon the Soviet regime 
by their visits, whether they may thus be aiding 
in the perpetrating of deceit and in a measure 
furnishtng support to the war or power policies 
of the Kremlin. 


T am not inferring here that Russia is bent 
on large scale war at this time. I think it 
wants to avoid that, as I think the Eisenhower 
regime does too. 

Pacifists certainly should not do anything to 
advance British or American power politics. 
They knock the moral props from under their 


for peace—not military stalemate 
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own position if they are not equally careful 
where Communist nations are involved. 


Take another angle. On these journeys be- 
hind the Iron Curtain we enter into “ fellow- 
ship” of a kind with those persons whom we 
are permitted to mcet and talk with, including 
government people and people belonging to 
churches which are tolerated by the regime. 

But there are multitudes in concentration 
camps, 


More barriers to lower 


So reliable a reporter as Brigitte Gerland, 
herself not a religious person, has told of large 
numbers of people, many in concentration 
camps, living as early Christians did and 
engaged in refusal to do military service and in 
other forms of non-violent non-co-operation 
with the regime, 


Do they not need our fellowship, perhaps 
in a special sense and degree? 


It may be said that if foreign pacifists did 
contact such dissenters it would only harm the 
latter. This also says something about the 
regime from which we accept favours—from 
which many foreigners have to accept, directly 
or indirectly, a subsidy for travel within the 
country because of the rate of exchange. 


Molotov specifically refused to do anything 
about that, alleging that the request to make 
the rate reasonable was unconscionable inter- 
ference with the internal affairs of the Soviet. 

Take one more angle. Tacitly or implicitly, 
we accept restrictions on our own freedom of 
speech in connection with these journeys. A 
tour by a team of ppeciiets and young COs to 
spread the gospel of pacifism and conscientious 
objection to war in Russia—doing what e.g. 
French and British pacifists often do in the US 
and Americans in France or Britain—is pre- 
sumably out of the question. 

So would an analysis of Communist 
economics and civil liberty in the Soviet 
Union, comparable to comments about 
capitalist economics and McCarthyism which 
can be made and have been in the US and 
which a substantial minority in this country, 
though not the majority, are glad to have 
made. Pacifist organisations such as_ the 
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But 


invariably broken down on this point, 4 
always will. 


Words are no longer bonds, good faith » 
a forgotten attribute ; yet, if one country we 
resolved to pursue its way unarmed, it wou 
be as a sharp stroke cutting through * 


vicious circle of the race course, and bringiié 
the competitors to a sudden stop. 

To do so would be to rise above the battles 
to transcend nationalities, and to gain be 
heights from which real peace coul 
achieved, 


—Daily Telegraph, November 28, 1955. PEA’ 
maintaining nuclear weapons in the face of 
very strong doubts in the minds of the public. 
It is obvious to any intelligence (except 
apparently prominent statesmen) that the 
détente can only be prolonged and mali = thom vo 
tained if the struggle to keep one step abead BS 
goes on, ATTINT: 
As the situation appears to be today, the 
overtaking is so slight that the distance be 
twecn the two sides is scarcely noticeable, ane , 
as one lap follows upon another, and OM | Dag Wy; 
runner gains only to fall behind temporarily, 
it becomes apparent that the end of the race 
is not perceived by them. ee ws 
sight of the tape, but, on the contrary, 
striving onwards blindfold. é News gt 
The main objection to calling off this | 
exhausting and futile race for power is [ac | 
of trust between the East and West. Ru 
has always feared and mistrusted the ope full pe 
and despite the fulsome praise of the Ree Fath 
Army during the war, and the popularity of ataer 
Stalin when his country became the target I Opyroner 
Hitler’s bombers instead of our own, the Wet Disp a 
has always been suspicious and afraid \ ancle 
Communist Russia. , feature 
: Unwi j 
Because there is no trust, inspection and Hie wbL a 
control of armaments is a major issue betweet } hei MM 
the two powers. But naturally where there thousan 
no trust, no scheme of control has ever 0& 
devised which would satisfy both sides. i. extra t 
disarmament discussions and proposals hav Order a 
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If the American pacifists tried in New York 
on November 16 for demonstrating 28 will 
“Civil Defence” are found guilty, they 


appeal. his Qrders 1 
The magistrate is expected to deliver dri 
verdict on December 5. — | Nig 
| 
Fellowship of Reconciliation and the W8% 
Resisters’ League are, of course, still proscelbes loo , 
in Communist lands, though we regard i Kal VV 


our duty—not always as diligent! ursued lat ¢ 
it might be—to struggle for the awit rights of ' CBU gat 
the Communist Party and their Peace COM Great 
mittces in Western countries. ok Fras publ: 
Is it altogether inconceivable that if we t00% | ; 
a more distinctive and uncompromising 5 
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for the fact that I am not impugning do de 
integrity of my “fellow-pacifists—we would ints. - 
more to touch the souls, “that of God, oe PYUOSCYI be 
Soviet leaders, and more also to advale. |, | ; 
vest we 
timulati 


genuine democracy and to lay foundations “7 H 
peace, rather than an armistice bas 
military stalemate? of 

Our vocation, after all, is not that od 
negotiation but of prophetic witnessing # 
teconciliation. 
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